
/ms

A

J

I
■I

- . I. ■
'.0,0-c^d



are.
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you.

streets

Tune: KELVINGROVE 
Scottish Traditional

Will you come and see the light?
Brian Wren 

Arranged by Valerie Ruddle 
with optional instrumental 

or vocalised descant

Will you come and see the light from the stable door? 
It is shining newly bright, though it shone before. 
It will be your guiding star, it will show you who you 
Will you hide or decide to meet the light?

Will you join the hope alight in a young girl's eyes 
of the mighty put to flight by a baby’s cries?
When the lowest and the least are the foremost at the feast, 
will you hide or decide to meet the light?

Will you step into the light that can free the slave? 
It will stand for what is right, it will heal and save. 
By the pyramids of greed there's a longing to be freed. 
Will you hide, or decide to meet the light?

Will you tell about the light in the prison cell? 
Though it’s shackled out of sight* it is shi'ning well. 
When the' truth is cut and bruised, and the innocent abused, 
will you hide, or decide to meet the light?

graveyard,

Jesus^Christ is i '‘‘ 
®Come fa'nd walk faith's 
J your feet
Listen, Jesus, let
.Walk one'^st^ep before me,

V ’ ‘ *

Will you travel by the light of the babe new born? 
In the candle lit at night there’s a gleam of dawn, 
and the darkness all about is too dim to put it out: 
will you hide, or decide to meet the light?

CHRIST £S WAITING itVC u
Jesus Christ is waiting .waiting in »the streets----■ L?s?2n his neighbour, all alone.he e!ts!

.Lord Jesus, I am lonely tod.
Makq. me .^friend or stranger. Fit 'to wait on you.

'wh^^rSusMoe the streets
injustice spirals.and real hope retreatsL^ten, Lord Jesus, ,i am, angry too'-.^ retreats.

In the Kingdom s causes, ;Let me' rage with you, 
Curina^thn!e healing; healing in the streets;

Let my care be active ,;healing just- like you.

On suspicion s graveyard, Let me dance with 

in the J tightrope, 
my fears be few.
I will follow you.



ADVENT 97 St John’s Spirituality Group

LITURGY OF WAITING AND PROMISE FULFILLED

1. Lighting of the Candle

2. Prayers

L

Janet Morley

(all say the parts in bold printing)

L

9

0 God, the source of all insight, 
whose coming was revealed to the nations 
not among men of power 
but on a woman’s lap;
give us grace to seek you 
where you may be found, 
that the wisdom of this world may be humbled 
and discover your unexpected joy.

lan.i ComntunHy Wotship Book (1988)

ISAIAH 35 MICAH 4.1-4

lliv desert will sing and rejoice 
aiid die wilderness blossom widi flowers;
all will see the Lord’s splendour.
see the Lord’s greatness and power.
'I'cll everyone who Ls anxious: 
Be strong and don’t be afraid, 
llie blind will be able to see;
die deaf will be able to hear;
the lame will leap and dance; ,
diose who can't speak will shout.
'Iliey will hammer their swords into plough.s 
and dieir spears into pruning-knives;
the nations x^nTlive in peace;
they w'ill (rain for war no more.
'Illis i.s the promise ol (lod;
God's promise will be fullilled.



3. Carol for Advent - Song from Iona (Innkeepers)

1.

2.

3.

(read paragraph in turn round the circle)4. Magnificat of Waiting

Discussion in 2s and 3s5

- what do you dread about Christmas?

- What do you like about Christmas

mH ,.*•

To an unsuspecting mother- 
AVE MARIA!

Why choose her and not some other? 
AVE MARIA!

So that earth might be restored, 
flesh no longer be ignored, 
faith infected, love directed, 
God through woman be adored. 
AVE MARIA! AVE MARIA! AVE MARIA!

In the song of God's elected - 
MAGNIFICAT!

Can the future be detected?
MAGNIFICAT!

God the proud will overthrow, 
worldly wealth will lose its glow; 
hunger halted, poor exalted, 
heaven appear through what we know. 
MAGNIFICAT! MAGNIFICAT! MAGNIFICAT!

From a worn and weary nation -
VENI IMMANUEL!

Where and when will come salvation?
VENI IMMANUEL!

In the place you least expect, 
in the face of real neglect, 
one appointed, unanointed, 
God has chosen to perfect.
VENI IMMANUEL! VENI IMMANUEL! VENI IMMANUEL!

6. John Betjeman's Christmas song (tape)

7. (General discussion) how might we celebrate Christmas, and the waiting time of Advent, more 
meaningfully?

8. Laying down of burdens and making the tree flourish

(small stones and cut out paper leaves are passed round. You are asked to write r* t -
a sign of-hope about Advent/Christmas on your leaf. We then lay down our negative feelings.in„,._L 

the shape of the stone into the basket, and thread our leaves onto the branch in the middle, 
representing the tree (and life. As wedo this we can make an intercession or do so silently)



Agape

All

us.

L

Final"Song--Will You come-and see the light?

1

■ I we are one humanity, 
pledge that we will work for justice, 
foretaste of that which can be

kVe pass (he wine

/\|| O God, you fuirU our desire
beyond what we can bear; 
as Mai7 gave her appalled assent 
to your ultimate promise 
so may we open ourselves also 
Io contain your life within us, 
through Jesus , Amen.

Before passing (he

All

We pass (he bread round and. before eadng i(. say (oge(hef

^11 When the bodies of others are broken, we are broken,

L; Blessed be the Eternal Sustainer.
Working with soil and elements and human toil.

Making the fruit of the vine.

May the Holy Spirit that guides us all 

be present in this feast, 
taking this bread and wine, 
the concerns we have expressed, 
the lives that we lead, 
and transforming them all 
for the unity of humankind 
and the service of love.

Blessed be the eternal Sustainer. 
Working with soil and elements and human toil 
Bringing forth bread from the earth.

compiled from Wo/nen Included edition)

io each oiher, we say (ogelher
We are all one kin, one blood.
When the blood of others spills, our blood is spilled.

Wc need your forgiveness, merciful God, 
For not allowing our complacency to be shattered, 
for taking refuge loo often in the familiar and the ccitain, 
For not believing in the victory of vulnerability, 
For not daring to accept your gifts nor claim your promises.

Grant us true repentance. 
Set us free Io hear your word to 
Sei us free Io serve you.

■foday we share bread and wine together 
as a sign that
as a 
as a 
despite what is and what has been.



JESSE TREE LITURGY

Lighting of the main candle

Sang response Come O Lord and set us free! Bring your people peace.

Leader Maranatha [come, Lord] All Come, Lord, do not delay

Song 0 Come 0 come Emmanuel or Advent Song (June Boyce Tillman)

Light candle and place the Wisdom symbol on the tree

Response Come 0 Lord, and set us free! Bring your people peace

Light candle and place 0 Adonai [Hebrew for God] symbol on the tree

Come Lord, do not delayLeader Maranatha All

All Lord-Jesus, Wisdom of God, We pray for all spiritual and religious leaders, that they 
may share in your wisdom, strength and compassion, that they may point the way to 
justice, peace and truth

Leader 0 Adonai, you appeared to Moses in a burning bush and gave him the Law on 
Mount Sinai. O come and save us with your mighty power

All We pray for all who create and enforce the law. Help them to act justly and avoid all 
abuse of authority.

This liturgy is based on the framework of the Jesse Tree service created by the 
Benedictines of Turvey. It is uses the great Advent “0” Antiphons prayed during 
Advent. These are ancient titles of the Messiah and are represented by the symbols 
placed on the Christmas tree — 0 Wisdom, O Adonai, O Root of Jesse, 0 Key David, 
O King and O Emmanuel. NT Scripture readings are mainly from the Inclusive New 

Testament (PFE).

Reading from 1 Jn : In the beginning was the Word; the Word was in God’s presence, 
and the Word was God..Through the Word all things came into being, and apart from the 
Word nothing has come into being. In the Word was life and that life was humanity’s 
light - a light that shines in the darkness, A light that the darkness has never overtaken... 
and the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, full of grace 
and truth.

Leader 0 Wisdom, you fill the universe and hold all things together, Come teach us the 
way of truth

2"^^ reading  from Mark 12 When Jesus was asked which was the foremost commandment, 
his reply was “This is the foremost.. You must love the Most High God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, with all your mind and with all your strength. The second is 
this: you must love your neighbour as yourself’.



Response Come, O Lord, and set us free! Bring your people peace

Leader Maranatha All Come Lord, do not delay

Lighting of a candle and placing the root of Jesse symbol on the tree

Recording/sung The Tree of Life my soul hath seen

Response Come, 0 Lord and set us free! Bring your people peace!

Leader Maranatha All Come, Lord, do not delay

A candle is lit and the key of David symbol is placed on the tree

Leader Come, Jesus, Rising Sun and enlighten our hearts and minds with your radiance.

Sung Response Come O Lord and set us free! Bring your people to peace! .

Leader O root of Jesse, you stand as a signal for the nations. 0 come to deliver us from 
the darkness.

All Lord Jesus, we pray that your spirit of peace and love may prevail everywhere. We 
specially pray for change of hearts in all areas of conflict.

3^^^ reading from Isaiah 11. A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, and a branch 
shall grow out of his roots. The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, the spirit of wisdom 
and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of 
the Lord.

Leader 0 Key of David and sceptre of Israel, what you open no one can close again. 
What you close no one can open. Come and lead the captives from prison, free those 
who sit in darkness and the shadow of death.

All Jesus our liberator, we pray for all who are imprisoned, particularly prisoners of 
conscience, and we pray for the oppressors. We ask your help too for those who are 
imprisoned by addiction, or physical and mental illness.

4”' reading from Luke 4 In the synagogue at Nazareth Jesus took the scroll of Isaiah and 
read “the spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to 
the poor, He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the 
blind, to let the oppressed go free”. On sitting down he said to them “today this scripture 
has been fulfilled in your hearing”

5'^' reading Isaiah 9 The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those 
who lived in a land of darkness have seen a great light..on them a light has shined..for a 
child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests on his shoulders ; and he has 
been named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.



Leader Maranatha Come ,Lord» do not delay

Song Drop down dew from heaven above

A candle is lit and the symbol of the rising sun is placed on the tree

Sung Response Come 0 Lord and set us free! Bring your people peace

Leader: Maranatha All Come, Lord, do not delay

A candle is lit and the symbol of kingship is placed on the tree

Response Come O Lord and set us free! Bring your people peace

Leader Maranatha All Maranatha

The last candle is lit and the symbol of Emmanuel is placed on the tree

All sing the line “Rejoice, rejoice Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel

All Your rule 0 Lord is one of justice and integrity. Bless all who lead that they may 
embody in their lives the meaning of your kingdom on earth

All Lord Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray for all your people throughout the world. Help those 
who are searching for meaning in their lives and find belief difficult. Inspire us to seek 
the common good and one in spirit and in truth. Forgive us for our lack of unity and love.

Leader 0 Emmanuel, you are the One whom the peoples await and their saviour. 
Come into our hearts today.

All Fill us with joy that we may spread it to others. Dispel the shadows of fear and 
darkness on our journey through life and help us to be a light to the world.

Reading from Revelations 11 The seventh angel blew the trumpet and loud voices in 
heaven began calling “The kingdom of God has become the kingdom of our God and of 
God’s Messiah, who will reign for ever and ever”.

Leader 0 King, whom all the peoples desire, you are the cornerstone which makes us all 
one. O Come and save humankind.

7’^' reading From Mattheyv 1. The evangelist tells of how Joseph was troubled at Mary 
becoming pregnant before they had lived together, and had decided to put her aside 
quietly . At this point the angel of God appeared to Joseph and said “Joseph, heir to the 
House of David, do not be afraid to wed Mary; it is by the Holy Spirit that she has 
conceived this child. She is to have a son and you are to name him Jesus - ‘salvation’ - 
because he will save the people from their sins” all this happened to fulfil what God said 
though the prophet “ the virgin will be with child and give birth, and the child will be 
named Emmanuel, “ which means “God is with us”.



The blessing of the crib folloxvs:

(the figure of the Christ child is placed in the crib)

Reader Let all creation rejoice at this good news

Blessed be God from whom all goodness comesAll

Reader For Christ came that we might learn your ways

Glory to God in the highest, the bringer of peace and reconciliationAll

Alleluia Amen (3 times)

All greet each other with the Peace

Final Carol In Dulci Jubilo

Ubi sunt gaUdia
In any place but there
There are angels singing ,
Nova cantica
And there the bells are ringing
In regis curia
O that we were there

In dulci jubiio
Mow sing with hearth aglow
Our delight and pleasure
Lies in presepio
Like sunshine is our treasure
Matris in grbmio’
Alpha esetO

0 patris caritas
O nati lenitas
Deeply were we stained
Per nostra crimina
But thou for us has gained
Coelorum gaudia 
0 that we were there

our redemption byReader As Christmas has no meaning Without Easterr let us rejoice in 
singing "

All Bless, Lord, this crib which has been prepared to honour Jesus, our Saviour, our 
brother and redeemer, Through taking on our humanity, he has brought us new life,



ADVENT

1.

2:

6.3.

7.4.

Text: Tune Bovce-Tillman

Come, wounded, healing hands, 
And soothe our flesh with balm; 
Enfold the universe with strength. 
Holding its storms with calm.

Come, branch of Jesse's tree 
Make sure bur wood is green. 
Lone woman, bear your child with strength. 
For us God's go-between.

Come, Wisdom's child, in play
Our loveliness enhance
Transform our earthbound, aging steps 
Into a youthful dance.

Come, ancient David's key. 
Shut doors that need to close; 
Unlock the hidden springs of love 
So that our mercy flows.

Come, our Emanuel, 
The God who sets us free. 
Help us to live abundantly. 
Find our true destiny.

4" e' 0 3' c

6.

Drop down dew, from heaven above 
bring us joy and gladness, 

Child of peace and God of love 
Banish all our sadness.

Mamna-thu, murnnatha. 
Mara^natha-^ come Lord Jesus, come!

Come, O Wisdom, God’s own Word, 
make us hve your way;

Come, Emmanuel our Lord, 
in our midsf to stay!

Come, O Key of David, come! 
Open wide our heart!

Come. O Rising Sun and shed 
light in every part!

Root of Jesse’s royal tree, 
King and God adored. 

Come and set your people free, 
Adonai, our Lord.

Come, regal; fodring lion. 
Create bur world again; 
MoVd in bur vtilrierabk hearts;
Be gentle with our pain.

The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
Laden with fruit, and always green: 

The trees of nature fruitless be 
Compared with Christ tlie apple tree.

His beauty doth all things excel: 
By faith I know, but ne’er can tell 
The glory which I now can see 
In Jesus Christ the apple tree.

For happiness I long have sought 
And pleasure dearly nave I bought: 

I missed of all; but now I see 
’Tis found in Christ the apple tree.

I’m weary with my former toil. 
Here I \\rLl sit and rest awhile:

Under the shadow I will be 
Of Jesus Christ the apple tree. •

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 
It keeps my dying faith alive: 

Which inakes tny soul in haste to be 
With Jesus Chnst the apple tree.

5. Come, Israel's Adonai, 
With burning biishy fuel. 
Sweep all the bitterness away 
And etch in us your rule.

<j S



JESSE TREE SYMBOLS - GREAT ADVENT ANTIPHONS
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O Glavis
O Key of David

O Oriens
O Kisin^ Sun

O Rex
O King

Q Adonai
O Adonai

O Emmanuel
O Emmanuel

1
H

The design of these symbols 
is based on those seen at a 
Jesse Tree Service led by the 
Benedictine Sisters of 
Turvey Abbey.
Those illustrated here are 
made out of cardboard, 
coloured gummed paper 
and paint.
The ribbons have been 
added so that the symbols 
may be used as Christmas 
tree decorations.
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O Sapientia
O Wisdom

O Radix
O of Jesse

K^' n
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on your fullness,
and mv spirit erows stronger in the hope of your promise,

1 me with the

You are here now. in this seeming emptiness of waiting;- ;

remembering your intent toueach throughrihe^workrf my hfe^ 
that your fullness may be known now, in^pur time. . ,

L,......- 
My soul reflects quietly

God my redeemer, because you have filled 
knowing that you are alive within me.

Yes day by day through the course of time 
’ my awareness of the call to blessed fulfillment increases 

for you have done great things in me.
Holy is this time,

and patience is your gift
to all who nurture the seed of your love.

You have changed my life;
I was so confident in my unknowing.

You have deflected my fervent thrust toward iron-clad goals, 
and spread before me your vision of fragile simplicity.

My longing to be a healing and reconciling person to your people 
is affirmed within the daily comings and goings of my lite; 
my illusions of my own wholeness are mercifully revealed.

idl Ui

fU'/ 1-1 U’.}. in-:. !'• nv.

... -J ,1:^ .-rii: jn uiL'llsu'
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rcvcuECi:.

Luke 1:56



eople who walked Leader; fl/ery quietly) The people

Group A: The people

Group B: The people

Group C: The people

Leader: The pdople who walked

Group A; The people who walked

Group B; The people who walked

Group C: The people who walked

Leader:

Group A;

for the sole Group B: (Less loud) Darkness

Group C: (Less loud) Darkness

ALL:

Leader:

ALL:

Leader: Shshshshsh...
Groups ALL;
Leader: Leader:Groups ALL; SHSHSHSHSH...

24

(Loudly) The p6ople who walked in darkness

(Less loud) Darkness

SHSHSHSHSH...

Shshshshsh...

(Changing from a whisper and gradually 
getting louder) 
Light 
Light, 
Light,
Light. (And so on, until leader speaks again)

(Confidently) Light hds dawned on them, 
dwellers in a I^nd as d4rk as death.
(Gradually quickening in pace) 
Y6u have increased their j6y.

(Whispering repeatedly)
Ddrkness,
Darkness,
Darkness (And so on, over leader)

The people who walked in darkness .. 
have s^en...
a gr6at...
light

MH
• • W’-*"

>• ■meditation 2

option, for God’s deliverance it bom oi^^nfi^^'^' 

second section of the reading show,

If the reader cai^emonzeth  ̂ monologues,

win be able 
importance of the words. movement or gesticulation the

these people can also sing the sitZle nhn H 

second moftologue, sequence under the
should be identified for the sole 
imaccompdnied backing vocals. of providing the

Stressed are shownZ:!.^^^^^^

Personnel: Leader
Group A (a chorus) 
Group B (a chorus) 
Group C (a chorus)
Gnup D (optional, to provide backing vocalsl



And hS shall be called ...Group A:(Gently, but assuredly) Wowl (spoken as woe)Group A:
Wdnderful CdunsellorLeader:Y6u have given them gladnessLeader:

Wdnderful CdunsellorGroup B:WowlGroup B:
Wdnderful CdunsellorGroup C:They rejdice as (f it were harvest.Leader

Mighty GddLeader:WowlGroup C:

Mighty GddGroup B:They cdlebrate, just like a pdrty.Leader:
Mighty GddGroup C:(Loudly) WOWIALL:
Etdrnal FatherLeader:Leader:

Etdrnal FatherGroup B:
YES!ALL:

Group C:
You lifted the wdight from their shdulders.Leader:

Leader.YES!ALL:

You've remdved the taskmaster's stick.Leader:

YES!ALL: Group A:

Leader Shshshshsh ...Group B:

Shshshshsh ...Group C:

(Whispering) The pdopleGroup A:

Leader: The pdopleGroup B:

b6y b6rn for us. The pdopleALL: Group C:

who walkedA sdn has been given to us.Leader Group A:

s6n given to us who walkedALL: Group B:

who wdlkedLeader: Group C:

27
26

For you have shattered the ydke that burdened 
them.

And dll the bdots of trdmpling sdidters 
and dll the gdrments fduled with bldod ... 
these wilt becdme a burning mdss;
these will becdme fudi for the fire.

(Pause)

For a bdy has been bdm for us.

(Slower) And hd shall bear the Symbol of 
authdrity on his shdulder;
and hd shall be edited —

Etdrnal Fdther

(Silence)
(Slowly) The Prince of Peace.

(Leader now moves position quietly)

(Silence)
Shshshshsh ...

ir'



it'

Group A: in darkness Group A: who walked
Group B: — darkness Group B: who walked
Group C: ..... darkness Group C: who walked
ALL: HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHTI Group A: in darkness
Leader:

Group B: — darkness

Group C: darkness

ALL: HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHTI

Leader:

ALL: (Sing continuously and quietly)

r r
3
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Group A: Leader:

Group B: Shshshshsh ...

Group C: Shshshshsh ....

Group A: (Whispering) The people

Group B: The people

Group C: The people

28
29

r

(voice over; The spirit of the Lord shall rest on 
him, a spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
a spirit of counsel and power,
a spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what he sees; 
he shall not decide by what he hears; 
he shall Judge the poor with Justice, 
and defend the humble with fairness; 
his mouth shall be a rod 
to strike down the hard hearted 
and with a word he shall silence the wicked.

(In a different mode and place)
Shame on y6u who make unjust l^wsl 
ShSme bn ybu who oppress my people!
Shdme on ybu who prevent the pbor 
from claiming their rights, 
from receiving justice!

Shdme on ybu who thibve from widows!
Shbme on ybu who stbal from brphans!
Shbme on ybu who tbke 
from the penniless bll they hbve!

Whbt will you db when you're called to accbunt? 
Whbre will you hide when disaster meets vou? 
Whb will take you In?
Whb will hide your weblth?

Whbt will you say when your Gbd appears?

Hbw can an bxe claim to mbster Its user?
How can a sbw take contrbl of the cbrpenter?
Hbw can a stick beat the pbrson who holds it? 
Hbw can bne with fbet of ciby 
defy Gbd who Is etbmal?

(Leader now moves to another position)

Shshshshsh ...

(Gently and intimately, natural speech rhythm, no 
rap) A new branch will spring from a stump, 
a new king from the family of David.



Group A: ... and a Ifttie child

Group B: ... and a IFttle chfld

Group C: ... and a little child

Leader: And a little child shall lead them.

Group A: Shshshshsh ...

Group B: ' Shshshshsh ..,

Shshshshsh...Group C:

Group A: (Whispering) The people

Group B: The people

Group C: The people

Group A: who walked

Group B: who walked

Group C: who walked

Group A: in darkness

Group B: ■.. darkness

Group C: . darkness

ALL: HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT

30

Round his waist he shall wear the belt of justice; 
Integrity will be the cloth 
wrapped round his body.

Then the wolf will lie down with the sheep, 
the leopard shall lie down beside the young goat, 
the calf and the lion shall grow up together

(Singing stops)

and a Ifttle child ...
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DOING DECEMBER DIFFERENTLY: Afternoon slot

Some starting points for writing and/or art-work:

I

These are just suggestions, please use the time as you choose!

Nicola Slee
November 2005

Aim of this session: to give time and space for reflecting on your own 
feelings/attitudes around Christmas and to explore/express in a creative medium. Out 
of this we will create a shared liturgy, but I would prefer the focus to be on die 
exploration rather than on the production of something for the liturgy!

• Imagine the magi as a group of wise women visiting the Christchild to pay 
homage. What gifts do they/we bring? Write or draw a piece exploring this.

• Write a manifesto for yourself stating die things you will do this year to make 
Christmas more authentic - or just more bearable! Begin each line, ‘This 
Christmas, I will.Or draw an image that will remind you of the values you 
want to keep at the centre of Christmas.

• Imagine Christa bom as a girl - either in our time or some other. Write or 
paint a piece exploring this.

• Choose a popular carol and write your own words for it, reflecting your own 
experience and feelings around Christmas.

• Work with your loves and hates of Christmas. Make a list ofeach, turn this 
into a litany or a colourful collage of words and images.

• Choose one particular Christmas, one that you think of as a particularly happy 
or difficult/painfu! time. Write in the first person about dial experience. Or 
find colours and images that represent that particular experience.

• Think of the individuals or groups in your parish/community who are most 
marginalised. Write or draw something that explores what Christmas might be 
like for them, either putting yourself in their shoes, or addressing them as 
yourselfton behalf of your community. Or write a litany for all those 
marginalized by Christmas.

Options: to do a piece of creative writing, or to do some creative art-work or to use 
role-play/mime/dance to explore the kinds of themes we have been looking at or any 
others that have been sparked off for you. You might want to woric on your own or 
with one or two other people.

• Write a letter to your parents or children or some other family members 
describing die kind of Christmas you’d really like to be able to have. Invite 

. them to share it with you, or tell them why you would choose to do it without 
them. Or draw an image of an inclusive family Christmas.
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of Heart, 
Gentfe in word
Gracious in awareness 
Courageous in tHouyfit 
Generous in fove.

In tHe name ^Sifence 
WomH (^tfie Word, 
Intde nathe of Stiffness 
Honte ^Befonying, 
In tde name oftde Solitude 
C^your Souf 3' tHe Eartfi.

A Cfiristmas Bfessing,.,. 
May you arise tfiis day

BlessedHy afftHirigs 
wings, offreatfi, 
defigfit of eyes, 
wonder ^wHisjyer, 
intimacy ^toucH, 
eternity ^souf, 
urgency ^tHougHt, 
miracfe ^HeaftH, 
embrace of God

Hajjjjy Cdristmas, Suz x 
t



Christmas Eve Liturgy 05

Light the Candle

Name ourselves, using the Galilee stone

1.

5.
2.

6.
3.

7.
4.

All:

L

Come, branch of Jesse's tree
Make sure our wood is green.
Lone woman, bear your child with strength, 
For us God's go-between.

The glory Lebanon is given to it 
the beauty of Carmel and Sharon 
all shall see the glory of the Lord 
the splendour of our Godi

Take couragei do not be afraid any more 
Look, your God is coming to save you.
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 
the ears of the deaf shall be unsealed, 
then the lame shall leap like a deer 
and the tongues of the dumb sing for joy.

Come, Israel's Adonai, 
With burning bushy fuel. 
Sweep all the bitterness away 
And etch in us your rule.

Come, Wisdom's child, in play
Our loveliness enhance
Transform our earthbound, aging steps 
Into a youthful dance.

Come, regal, roaring lion. 
Create our world again;
Move in our vulnerable hearts;
Be gentle with our pain.

Come, wounded, healing hands. 
And soothe our flesh with balm; 
Enfold the universe with strength, 
Holding its storms with calm.

Song: Come our Emanuel (JBT)

Come, our Emanuel, 
The God who sets us free. 
Help us to live abundantly, 
Find our true destiny.

Come, ancient David's key, 
Shut doors that need to close; 
Unlock the hidden springs of love 
So that our mercy flows.

Reader. A Shout for joy, you heaven., for the Lord ha. been at vvork
Shout aloud, you earth below!
Shout for joy, you mountains,
And you, forests and all your trees.
For the Lord has redeemed Tacob
And displayed his glory in Israel

Esi —
into the joy and light of the new Creation

(the lights on the tree are turned on) -

Let the wilderness and the dry lands be glad
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom
let it bring forth flowers like the lily 
let it rejoice and sing for joy.



Intercessions

Sung "Peace of Christ" all joining hands '

Reading/recording poem Christmas - Betjeman

Final Carol In Dulci Jubilo (adapted by JBT)

'I

/

\ •
J

Ubi sunt gaudia
But here with human friends;
We hear angels singing
Nova cantica;
With these our songs are mingling
In regis curia. :•
We can share that joy.

In dulci jubilo,
Let love within us glow;
See the Christ child lying
Within praesepio,
Who shares our joy and crying, 
Matris in gremio.
Alpha es 0,

0 patris caritas
0 nati lenity '
We were told we’re guilty
Per nostra crimina;
But we were birthed in beauty
Coelorum gaudia
Our own births were blessed. •

MK
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SCSNE 1

Parent:

r

Have you ever heard of Caesar Augustus? No/

"At the same tjjne a baby was born. His nan® was Jesus".

But why was Jesus so special? Why was he bom?Child:

■ Parent:

Song -

(Sudden break just before the last verse.)

"Last night I had the strangest dream..."
(Mine the song.)

"Onee upon a time, hundreds of years ago, a man called Caesar Augustus 
was king of the whole earth."...

Tou’ve heard of him, haven't you? Tomorrow is his birthday, Christmas 
Day.

"It was winter and the sky was cold. Mary and Joseph spent hoxirs and 
hours wandering around Bethlehem looking for a place to stay. Everywhere 
was full. No-one wanted to know them. Everywhere they went they were 
turned away. At last, a kind woman took Maiy by the am and showed them 
to a stable in a cave. Well, it was better than nothing. And that's 
where Jesus was born, with only the straw and the breath of the animals 
to keep him warm.

Visitors came. There were shepherds, who had been looking after their 
sheep in the nearby hills. There were wise men who had followed a star 
to the cave v4iere Jesus was born. Hundreds and hundreds of miles 
through deserts and through swamps these meh had followed a star to 
find a small child. They took presents for the baby's birthday. In that 
cold cave in the dark winter there was hope and peace and love, because 
Jesus had been bom."

We are told.that Qod loved everyone so much that he sent Jesus, who 
was his son, to be bora in the world. When Jesus grew up he said that 
he had come to our world so that people could have a life that is 
full,?^ every way.
But’%6 more questions for now because you must get to sleep early and 
be ready.to enjoy Christmas Day tomorrow. Goodnight. Sweet dreams.

Come on, then, children. Are you ready for bed now?
Don't forget Teddy and your Christmas stockings. We must put your 
stockings ready tonight because it's Christmas Eve. I wonder what 
yow'll find when, you wake up in the. morning.
Who's ready for a story before bed?

SCENE 2
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SCENE 2 (eont.)

(Last verse of song sung sadly.)

Song- "Shalom’’

SCENE 3

Man:

Woman:

Man:

Womant

Mans

Why don’t you pour yourself a drink and sit down for a rest.
It won't be long before we have to go out for dinnAr at Uncle George's.
Tou’ll need a drink or two inside you to cope with that.
Thank goodness we only have to go through all this once a year.

I think I'll have.a look at the brochures about those new dishwashers. 
We've had ours a couple of years now and I'd quite' like one of. the 
newer models.

I should hope so. I've, spent an absolute fortune on food and drink, 
even though we're eat^g out so much in the next few days.
It's so exhausting, Christmas. I really don't know if it's worthwhile.

The peace of this world is always uncertain, unless people keep the 
peace of God.
And war among people- spoils this world, but death in the Lord renews it.

Do you think we've bought enough wine to keep us going over Christmas? 
It would be absolutely frightful to liin out.

"Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you, but not as the world 
gives you peace."

ViUagert Stopl Please help usl
Is there anyone here who can help us? We have come a long way from 
OUT village In Bl Salvador. We want to find a safe place to stay. 
Our village haff been completely burnt down.
The soldiers airived with no warning. They started to shoot people all 
over the place. They burnt our houses and our church.
We ran away with a few other people but we lost sight of them in the 
forest.
Please help us. We* have no home left and there is fitting all around 
in our country.

Same ^es for the car, of course.I haven't yet decided whether to have 
the latest Rolle or a Porsche. Perhaps this car magazine will help me 
decide.

Narrator: Does it seem strange to you that the angels announced peace, when 
somewhere in the world there is always war, and the fear of war? 
Does it seem to you that the angels znade a mistake and that the* promise 
was a disappointment and a cheat?
When Jesus was grown up he said to his friends one day.
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(eont«)SCENB 3

"Noidiere Man"Song -

Let's just have a quick look at the news before it's time to go out.Man:
Hey> what's happened to the television?
Mho are you?

Ethiopian:We are starving in Ethiopia. There are thousands like us.
Where are you off to?Man:
To get water for the day. It is h miles to the nearest well..Walker:

Man?
Refugee:

Good: Lordl What are we supposed to do about that lot?Man:
Woman:

"It's no good knocking ..."Song -

Where do you think you 're going?
We don't know. We are refugees. We cannot stay in our own country 
any longer, but we don't know where we can go.

Heaven only knows. Do we have to do anything?
Come on. It's almost time to go to Uncle George's.

i

Narrator: Are we so cut off that we can worship God at our ease, and fail to 
see, hear, or serve God where he is present and where he needs us - 
among.the poor and the oppressed.
It is not difficult to hear God's call today in the world about us. 
It is difficult to do more than give an emotional response - sorrow 
and regret.
It is even more difficult to give: up our comfort, break with old 
habits., let ourselves be moved by grace and change our life.

who have no voice and no hope.
The pleas of those who. have no voice and no hope are the voice of God,

Perhaps: when we've sorted out the dishwasher and the car there'll be 
something we can send to Oxfam, or Christian Aid, or whoever sorts 
out people like that.

Narrator: We live in a world where millions, of people live in dreadful conditions. 
If we are not deaf, we hear the cries, of the oppressed. 
Their cries are the voice of God.
We who live in rich countries where there are always pockets of 
wretchedness, hear, if we want to hear, the unvoiced demands of those
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SCSNB 3 (cont.)

”One man’s hands..."Song -

SCENE 4

White 1j What are you doing here? Go back where you belong.
We have every right to be here. Tou should not send us away.Black If

White 2: Keep to your own schools. Tou cannot come to ours.
Our classes are too big. We don’t even have enough books.Black 2:
Is it possible to be friends?White 3 i

Is it possible to share?Black 35
shall have nothing special for ourselves.If we are friends weWhites:
shall all be much happier.If we are friends weBlacks:
shall all be free to have a life that is fullAll:

"Sing a song of freedom"Song -

'I

If we are friends we 
in every way.

Narrator: Come Lord,
Do not smile and say 
you are already with ua. 
Millions do not know you 
and to us who do^ 
what is the difference?
What is the point of your presence 
If lives do not alter?
Chan^ pur lives, shatter 
our complacency.
Take away the quietness 
of a clear conscience. 
Press us uncomfortably.
For only that way, 
another peace is made, 
your peace.

Narrator: The word was made flesh, but was the skin only white?
The word was made flesh, but people still kill each other in war. 
Israel at least gave Jesus a stable to be bom in, but today 
the world cannot give even this luxxiry to many of its children.

Narrator: Have we understood vdiat ‘the word was made flesh’ means if we 
cannot see: Christ in other people?
Rave we done enough to bring about God’s kingdom on earth?
Are we prepared to remake the world in God’s image or do we like 
it better as it is?
Do we really want eternal life more than the things of this world?



5SCENE g

Parent:

Solo song - “Lord, make me like you"

Narrator: Don’t worry, God says, you have gained all. 
Whilecall those people came in to you, 
I, your God, 
Slipped in among them.

Lord, they hurt me) They are in the way, they are everywhere.
I can’t do anything any more; as they come in, they push the door 
and the door opens wider ...
Lord) My door is wide openJ
I can’t stand it any more. It’s too much. It’s no kind of a life.
What about my family,

ny peace,
Hy freedom, 
and me?

Lord, I have lost everything, I don’t belong to myself any more.
There’a no more room for me at home.

But, Lord, you have forced me to open ny door,
like a squall of rain in the face, the cry of people has woken me up.
As a ray of light slips in unnoticed, you have stirred me
...and, foolishly enough, I left my door ajar. Now, lord, I am lost.
Outside, people were lying in wait for me.
I did not know they were so near; in my house, in iiy street, 
in our school.As soon as I started to open the door I saw them, with outstretched 
hands, burning eyes, longing hearts, like beggars on church steps.

Lord, why did you tell me to love everyone? .
I have tried, but I come back to you, frightened .,«
Lord, I was so peaceful at home, I was so comfortably settled.
It was well furnished, and I felt cozy.
I was alone, I was at peace.
Sheltered from the wind, the rain, the mudU

The first ones came in. Lord. There was after all some space in my 
heart.I welcomed them. I would have cared for them and looked after them. 
Tou would have been pleased. Lord, I would have served and honoured 
you in a proper, respectable way.
Till then it was sensible ...
But the next ones. Lord, the other people;, I had not seen them; 
they were hidden behind the first ones.
There were more of then, they were wretched; they overpowered me 
without warning.
We had to crowd in, X had to find room for them.
Now they have coxae from all over, pushing and shoving one another.
They don’t come alone any longer but in groups.
They cone bending under heavy loads; loads of injustice, of hate, 
of suffering.
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SCEN5 $ (eont)
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n

"Shalom”Song -

Narrator: Many years ago Jesus said "Love your brother as you would love 
yourself”.
Thia means singly that wa must want for others what we want for 
ourselves•
Since the coming of Jesus a fire has been burning on earth.
A fire that will never die.
A fii*e of love.
So li^t your candles, give presents to each other, eat your
Christmas pudding, and sing)
Love has taken root in the worlds and we believe it with all our 
strength. It will grow because millions of us believe it, because 
thia love is a person, and that person is Qod.

Song - "Love is something ...



You keep us waiting

■0

A

You keep us waiting
You,
The God of all time
Want us to wait
For the right time in which 
To discover who we are, 
Where we must go. 
Who will be with us. 
And what we must do

All: So, thank you for the waiting time.
You keep us looking,
You,
The God of all space.
Want us to look
In the right and wrong places
For signs of hope,
For people \^^o are hopeless,
For visions of a better world
Which will appear
Among the disappointments 
Of the world we know.

All: So,- thank you for the looking time

You keep us loving.
You,
The God whose name is love.
Want us to be like you
To love the loveless and the unlovely and the unlovable, 
To love those near us without jealousy or design or threat, 
And,
Most difficult of all, 
To love ourselves.

AU: So, thank you for the loving time.

And in all this
You keep us.
Through hard questions with no easy answers. 
Through failing where we hoped to suceed 
And making an impact when we felt we were useless. 
Through the patience and the dreams and the love of others, 
And through Jesus Christ and His Spirit, 
You, 
Keep us

AU: So, thank you for the keeping time 
andfor now andfor ever AfdEN.

Pam Freeman



1.

2.

3.

2. See overleaf for antiphonal prayer “You keep us waiting”

3 All say:

Sung Ainen From Advent readings from Iona

Immanuel, God with us,
Help us to stand firm in our faith
And to go on discovering what the Good News is for us, here and now.
Help us not to take refuge in words:
Other people’s words, abstractions,
Bland formulations, churchy jargon.
Surprise us with your poetry,
Your pictures, which are beyond words,
Your living letters, which are people
Your signs, which are at once here-and-now
And belong to all places, all times, all people.
Your wisdom, which can only be understood by the child in us.
God of surprises, God with us.

In the song of God's elected - 
MAGNIFICAT!

Can the future be detected? 
MAGNIFICAT!

God the proud will overthrow, 
worldly wealth will lose its glow; 
hunger halted, poor exalted, 
heaven appear through what we know. 
MAGNIFICAT! MAGNIFICAT! MAGNIFICAT!

To an unsuspecting mother - 
AVE MARIA!

Why choose her and not some other? 
AVE MARIA!

So that earth might be restored, 
flesh no longer be ignored, 
faith infected, love directed, 
God through woman be adored. 
AVE MARIA! AVE MARIA! AVE MARIA!

From a worn and weary nation -
VENf IMMANUEL!

Where and when will come salvation?
VEN! IMMANUEL!

In the place you least expect, 
in the face of real neglect, 
one appointed, unanointed, 
God has chosen to perfect.
VEN! IMMANUEL! VENf IMMANUEL! VEN! IMMANUEL!

From Iona “Innkeepers and Sleepers”



Christmas

189

The bells of waiting Advent ring,
The Tortoise stove is lit again

And lamp-oil light across the night
Has caught the streaks of winter rain 

In many a stained-glass window sheen 
From Crimson Lake to Hooker’s Green.

And London shops on Christmas Eve
Are stnmg with silver bells and flowers 

As hurrying clerks the City leave
To pigeon-haunted classic towers, 

And marbled clouds go scudding by 
The many-steepled London sky.

And girls in slacks remember Dad,
And oafish louts remember Mum,

And sleepless children’s hearts are glad.
And Christmas-morning bells say “ Come ! ” 

Even to shining ones who dwell
Safe in the Dorchester Hotel.

And is it true ? For if it is. 
No loving fingers tying strings

Around those tissued fripperies.
The sweet and silly Christmas things,

The holly in the windy hedge
And rotmd the Manor House the yew

Will soon be stripped to deck the ledge,
The altar, font and arch and pew,

So that the villagers can say
“ The church looks nice ” on Christmas Day.

Provincial public houses blaze
And Corporation tramcars clang, 

On lighted tenements I gaze
Where paper decorations hang. 

And bunting in the red Town Hall 
Says “ Merry Christmas to you all.”

188

No love that in a family dwells.
No carolling in frosty air. 

Nor all the steeple-shaking bells

Can with this single Truth compare  
That God was Man in Palestine 
And lives to-day in Bread and Wine.

Bath salts and inexpensive scent 
And hideous tie so kindly meant.

And is it true ? And is it true.

This most tremendous tale of all.
Seen in a stained-glass window’s hue,

A Baby in an ox’s stall 7

The Maker of the stars and'sea
Become a Child on earth for me 7
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Monica, Mo

cz

L ■i,

k./

I confess 
that I have not 
that I have L - 
that I have avoi 
LTtXe not dared to show what I can do, 
Sat I have not dared to live out my talent. 
God, my father and my creator, 
Jesus, my brother and my savour. 
Spirit, my mother and comforter, 
forgive my doubts about myself, 
'Sc Se SStSiyself and love of myself.

JXS: Sinfon.. Occ.mcnic, translated by Charlotte Methuen

^°Xt believed in my own possibilities, 
iSlnX: not loved myself as much as others, 

not my body, not my appearance, 
not my talents, 
not my way of being mysc .I have allowed others to direct my hfc.
I tve had more feith in the judgment of others 

than in my own judgment.

■; developed my talents and skills to their full, 
been afraid to stand up for what is nght,

-nided conflict.



I

Over

>

Don't miss Christmas 
as mince pies singe your tongue 
and you scowl behind your port 
at decorations badly hung 
where strange relations gather 
like a loud, annoying swarm 
when the fat logs spit and crackle; 
but the homeless can't keep warm

Don't miss Christmas 
beware the muddled shelves 
displaying Game Boy reindeer 
destroying Santa's elves 
whilst Mortal Kombat shepherds 
chase dragons through the town 
the three kings never showed 
their helicopter's been shot down

Don't miss Christmas 
absorb the silent night 
and watch the mucous Saviour 
arrive from heaven's height 
as in the holy darkness 
a virgin strains, then cries, 
God's helpless, breathing icon 
appears with Mary's sighs

EIGHTH READING 
Don’t miss Christmas

Stuart Henderson

Don't miss Christmas 
whilst yearning for the snow 
and planning deft manoeuvres 
towards the mistletoe 
The turkey turning golden 
as the sprouts begin to steam 
the pudding glazed with brandy 
and smashed on double cream



Don't miss Christmas - 
the magic of it all 
our brittle, gift-wrapped anthem 
sleeps in a cattle stall 
as the poor and lost and starving 
weakly start to sing 
it seems only desperate subjects 
recognise their King.
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Reading (first line read in turn round the room, all say the second line)

worship book, based on Jsaiah 35 and Micah
4.1-4

Advent Friday Liturgy 03

Centring music

The world, intent on 
Spending Christmas, 
Eats and drinks its way to 

' - Oblivion after dinner.

Tell everyone who is anxious: 
Be strong and don’t be afraid.

All will see the Lord’s splendour, 
' see the Lord’s greatness and power

Watchet Auf {poem by Ann Lewin, written after hearing the Bach prelude) 
Each verse read read antiphonally, Groups A and B.
Advent
Season when
Dual citizenship
Holds us in
Awkward tension

This is the promise of God; 
God’s promise will be fulfilled.

Iona Community

The lame will leap and dance 
those who can’t speak will shout.

Thy will hammer their swords into ploughs 
and their spears into pruning knives;

The nations will live in peace; 
they will train for war no more.

The blind will be able to see: 
the deaf will be able to hear;

The desert will sing and rejoice 
and the wilderness blossom with flowers

Song from Iona Veni Immanuel - words on separate sheet. Taped, join in as you can.



Song Will you come and see the light

I

*

Discussion in pairs - What are our negative feelings about Advent and Christmas (the 
positive.will come in later. •

Building the cairn We put down a pebble to represent thesfe feelings, either voicing 
them or silently.

Like some great fugue 
The themes entwine? 
The Cliristmas carols 
Demanding our attention

In shops and pubs, 
Bore their insistent way 
Through noise of traffic; 
Underneath, almost unlieard, 
The steady solemn theme of 
Advent.

With growing complexity. 
Clashing, bending. 
Rivals for our attention. 
Themes mingle and separate. 
Pulling US with increasing 
Urgency, 
Until in final resolution, 
The end attained. 
Harmony rests in aweful 
Stillness, and 
The child is bom.

He comes. 
Both Child and Judge.

And will he find us 
Watching?

The Kingdom sounds 
»Insistent warnings: 

Repent, be ready. 
Keep awake 
He comes.

Gpd over all
Christ within us
Spirit around us '
hear our prayer • 
and send your messenger 
of peace to us and to your sleeping world.

Merciful God, forgive
that we fall asleep
when you call us to watch and pray.
We fail to see the signs of your coming.

Christ our Saviour, forgive
that we are not watchful 
we do not cltoose hope 
or plant the seeds of hopefulness.
We fail ito see the signs of your coming.

Prayer “Make us Awai'e”, (Kate Mcllhaggaj 
(all to say last line of verses and the last verse)

Forgiving Spirit, forgive
that in the rush of the Christmas seasoh
we forget to stop and listen for the sound of angel 

voices
we forget to stop and look for a star
to guide us to Christ.
We fail to see the signs of God's presence.



Give thanks for these (or intercessions) placing flower heads round the central candle

Agape using mulled wine and stollen

(Pass round the stollen saying something like food for a journey of hope)

(pass round with words such as “the cup of rejoicing”)

Final Blessing (adapted from R. Becher)

Circle Dance

*

Let us follow, where the Spirit of Hope leads us
Let us listen, as the Child of Peace cries for us
Rejoicing, as the Love of God embraces us and lets us go
With Hope, Peace and love in our hearts
And the blessing of
Creator, Child and Spirit for ever within us.

(ALL) O loving Creator, bless this special Christmas food, made from the fruits of 
the earth and a symbol of the abundance with which you have endowed us.

(All) 0 loving Creator bless this warm and sustaining wine, fruit of the earth, which 
symbolises your comfort and sustaining power.

Discussion in pairs What for you are the positive aspects of Advent and Christmas?
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1.

IMMANUEL!

2.

3.

know.

Will you tell about the light in the prison cell?
Though it’s shackled out of sight, it is shining well.

’ When the truth is cut and bruised, and the innocent abused, 
will you hide or decide to meet the light?

Will you step into the liglit that can free the slave?
' It will stand for what is right, it will heal and save. 

By the pyramids of greed there’s a longing to be freed.
Will you hide or decide to meet the light?

Will you join the hope alight in a young girl’s eyes 
of the mighty, put to flight by a baby’s cries?
When the lowest and the least are the foremost at the feast, 
will you hide or decide to meet the light?

Will you travel by the light of the babe new born? 
In the candle lit at night there’s a gleam of dawn, 
and the darkness all about is too dim to put it out: 
will you hide or decide to meet the light?

Brian Wren • 
God With Us (Christian Aid 19891.

. 1
From a worn and weary nation - 

VENI IMMANUEL!
Where and when will come solvation?

VENI IMMANUEL!
In the place you least expect, 
in the face of real neglect, 
one appointed, unanointed, 
God has chosen to perfect.
VENI IMMANUEL! VENI IMMANUEL! VENI

5. Let the very earth cry glory, 
HALLELUJAH!

Every tongue retell the story, 
HALLELUJAH!

God no longer is confined 
out of sight and out of mind. 
Gone is distance and resistance; 
Christ is here in humankind.
HALLELUJAH! HALLELUJAH! HALLELUJAH!

are sleeping?

In the song of God's elected - 
MAGNIFICAT!

Can the future be detected?
MAGNIFICAT!

God the proud will overthrow, 
worldly wealth will lose its glow; 
hunger halted, poor exalted, 
heaven appear through what we 
MAGNIFICAT! MAGNIFICAT! MAGNIFICAT!

Will you come and see the light from the stable door?
It is shining newly bright, though it shone before.
It will be your guiding star, it will show you who you arc.
Will you hide or decide to meet the light?

To an unsuspecting mother - ’ 
AVE MARIA.!

Why choose her and not some other?
AVE'MARIA! "

So that earth might be restored, 
flesh no longer be ignored, 
faith infected, love directed, 
God through woman be adored. 
AVE MARIA! AVE MARIA! AVE MARIA!

4. Through the midnight air is seeping - 
GLORIA!

Why such sound when most 
GLORIA!

Thus shall strangers find their way 
where a simple family stay, 
recognising how surprising 
God appears when laid in hay. 
GLORIA! GLORIA! GLORIA!
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And is it true? And is it true, 
This most tremendous tale of all, 

Seen in a stained-glass window’s hue,
A Baby in an ox’s stall ?

The Maker of the stars and sea
Become a Child on earth for me?

And girls in slacks remember Dad,
And oafish louts remember Mum, 

And sleepless children’s hearts are glad,
And Christmas-morning bells say ‘Come!’ 

Even to shining ones who dwell
.Safe in the Dorchester Hotel.

No love that in a family dwells, 
No carolling in frosty air. 

Nor all the steeple-shaking bells
Can with this single Truth compare— 

That God was Man in Palestine 
And lives today in Bread and Wine.

The holly in the windy hedge
And round the Manor House the yew 

Will soon be stripped to deck the ledge,
The altar, font and arch and pew. 

So that the villagers can say 
‘The church looks nice’ on Christmas Day.

And is it true? For if it is. 
No loving fingers tying strings 

Around those tissued fripperies.
The sweet and silly Christmas things, 

Bath salts and inexpensive scent 
And hideous tic so kindly meant,

.Christmas
■a

The bells of waiting Advent ring.
The Tortoise stove is lit again

And lamp-oil light across the night
Has caught the streaks of winter rain 

In many a stained-glass window sheen 
From Crimson Lake to Hooker’s Green.

And London shops on Christmas Eve
Arc strung with silver bells and flowers 

As hurrying clerks the City leave
To pigeon-haunted classic towers. 

And marbled clouds go scudding by 
The many-stceplcd London sky.

The accompaniment to this carol is fairly hard. I am sorry I couldn’t 
simplify it, but I have put brackets here and there around difficult notes 
that could be omitted without great damage.



(June Boyce Tillman)Sone: Roots

Blessed be God from whom all goodness comesAll

All

Alleluia Amen (3 times)

UA FanthorpeThe sheepdog2 Poems:

John Betjeman (read or Donald Swann on tape)Christmas

All greet each other with the Peace

(the Figure of the christ child is placed in the crib)

Reader Let all creation rejoice at this good news

Trees stand firm, roots reach down, 
Grounded in the earth’s deep warming.

Branch and leaf stretching out 
Draw their Wisdom from connecting.

We abide in love
Firmly found in human friendship.

We can stand unafraid 
Rooted in a God incarnate

Homeless Christ, form our roots, 
So our branches blossom freely

BLESSING OF THE CRIB

All Bless, Lord, this crib which has been prepared to honour Jesus, our Saviour, our 
brother and redeemer, Through taking on our humanity, he has brought us new life,

Reader For Christ came that we might learn your ways

Glory to God in the highest , the bringer of peace and reconciliation

Reader As Christmas has no meaning without Easter, let us rejoice in our redemption by 
singing





1

Christmas Eve blessings of tree and crib

The candle is lit

Carol: the holly and the ivy

Poem: Jesus of Nazareth (Brian Wren)

'Ml

AU

/tu

A carol for Christmas night (June)

Who comes? A child, 
delivered on a stable floor. 
His mewing, newborn cry 

is all that God can say 
of costly, unprotected love 
in Christ, alive today.

Come, singing fire 
of truth, compassion, right,

and melt our hardened apathy, 
till love is new and bright.

Who comes? A Jew, 
declaiming from a prophet's scroll. 
His liberating cry

is all that God can say
of seeking, giving, freeing love 
in Christ, alive today.

Come, singing breeze, 
from worlds already new.

Blow in and out of weary minds 
till faith is singing too.

Who comes? A man, 
in dying moments on a cross. 
His godforsaken cry

is ail that God can say
of faithful, never-ending love 
in Christ, alive today.

Come, singing light
from new creation's dawn,

where trees of healing deck the streets, 
and joy is newly born.
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Blessing of the Tree

(the lights on the tree are turned on)

All:

Taped Song: Christmas - words Betjeman, music and sung by Donald Swann

Reading from Julia Esquival (Guatemala)

Song: Come and see the light at the stable door (tune Kelvingrove)

Blessing of the Crib

(the figure of the Christ child is placed in the crib)

Reader Let all creation rejoice at this good nevMS

Blessed be God from whom all goodness comesAll

. Reader For Christ came that we might learn your ways

Glory to God in the highest , the bringer of peace and reconciliationAll

Alleluia Amen (3 times)

All greet each other with the Peace

Final Carol In Dulci Jubilo

Reader As Christmas has no meaning without Easter, let us rejoice in our redemption by 
singing

Let the wilderness and the dry lands be glad . 
let the wasteland rejoice and bloom 
let it bring forth flowers like the lily 
let it rejoice and sing for joy.

All Bless, Lord, this crib which has been prepared to honour Jesus, our Saviour, our 
brother and redeemer. Through taking on our humanity, he has brought us new life.

Reader Shout for joy, you heavens, for the Lord has been at work 
Shout aloud, you earth below!
Shout for joy, you mountains,
And you, forests and all your trees!
For the Lord has redeemed Jacob
And displayed his glory in Israel

Reader On this holy night we pray to you, O Creator, to bless this tree that we have 
decorated in honour of the coming of your anointed one to bring us out of the darkness 
into the joy and light of the new Creation



open the stable door 77
Green Heart of the Snowdrop

Advent hope

a

Clear the wayPregnant with hope

Now is the time of watching and waiting 
a time pregnant with hope 
a time to watch and pray.

Promised One, 
as ice skims the pond 
and bright frost 
gilds the leaf with glory, 
may the clarity of your call 
awaken us to new hope 
and new beginnings.

Now is the season of hope unfolding, 
the dark winter season, when hope waits to be bom. 
Let us come before God with receptive and willing spirits. 
May our souls magnify God's name, 
and our spirits rejoice in God our Saviour.

May we watch for die signs, 
listen for the messenger, 
wait for the good news to slip into our world, our lives. 
Christ our advent hope, 
help us to clear the way for you; 
to clear the clutter from our minds, 
to sift the silt from our hearts, 
tn mnwA thA hniildpr^ th;»t nrpvent us meetino vou.

Christ our advent hope,
bare brown trees,
etched dark across a winter sky,
leaves fallen, rustling,
ground hard and cold,
remind us to prepare for your coming;
remind us to prepare for the time
when the soles of your feet will touch the ground, 
when you will become one of us 
to be at one with us.

Holy Spirit of transformation, 
help us to clear the way 
for the coming Christ-child.
As the red sun sinks behind black branches, 
slip into our lives
and surprise us by the welcome warmth 
of your coming.

Gracious Cod, 
as the days shorten 
and the pale wintry sun 
bathes the sky with light, 
so may our anxiety abate 
and the warmth of your love 
cleanse and purify our lives.

Help us to make straight the highways, 
to unravel the deception that leads to war, 
to release those in captivity.
May sorrow take flight, 
and your people sing a song of peace 
and hope be born again.



All sing "Shalom" (hold hands)

All. 0 God of all creation, we know that you love us

Because you have give us so much, for you have given us faith

for you have given us the redeemer and his resurrection

Because you have given us the new life of the risen Christ.

(the 4^^' cup is u()\c passed round, each saying to the person next to them, "the cup of promise"- short silence

Final Song Now the Green Blade Rises

All. We give you thanks for the fruit of the vine which we share in common, signifying that we are all part of the 
vine that is Christ’s body.

Reader From Egypt you redeemed us, 0 Loving God, and from the house of bondage you delivered us, during 
famine you fed us, and with plenty you sustained us; from the sword you delivered us, from pestilence you freed 
us and from grievous and binding diseases you rescued us.

Reader Every part of us shall sing of your salvation, according to the word that
is written "all my bones .shall say; God, who is like unto you who delivered the poor from those that are too 
strong for them, yes the poor and the needy from those who oppress them.

Shalom my friends shalom my friends, shalom, shalom 
The peace of Christ be with you all, shalom, shalom (x3).

Reader Who is like you, who is equal to you, who can be compared to you, the great, the mighty and awe 
inspiring God, the most high, possessor of heaven and earth? We shall praise you, laud and glorify you; and 
bless your holy name as it is said of David "Bless the Lord 0 my soul; and all that is within me, bless the holy 
name".

all. We have now celebrated the Passover according to its customs and shared together the food and cup that 
foreshadow your promise of eternal life. May we go on sharing such meals together through the years to come 
until we see the new Jerusalem, the holy city, coming to pass.

Reader Do not abandon us, 0 God, for evermore. Therefore the limbs which you formed in us, the spirit and 
breath which you breathed into our nostrils and the tongue you placed in our mouths, they shall give thanks, 
bless, praise, glorify, exalt, reverence, sanctify and proclaim the sovereignty of your name.
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ADVENT CELEBRATION

Leader

adult our

reader
all

readers

me

When Israel was a child I loved him, and I called my son.out of Egypt.

See now, your king comes to you; 
humble and riding on a donkey.

Anyone who follows me will not be 
He will have the light of life'

Child
Parent

And Jesus said to the people 
’I am the light of the world, 
walking in the dark;
Why are we having a party tonight?
Ve are celebrating the advent of Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 child V/hzit is Advent? What does it mean?
In Advent we remember especially that Jesus Christ came when 
fathers in Israel had been prepared for him, and we look forward to 
his promised return again in glory.

A carol is now sung

Someone lights the candles and all say:
• Thus says the Lord our God -

Who created the heavens and spread them out
Who gave shape to the earth and what comes from it
Who ^ave breath to its people, and life to all that'move on it,
I, God, have called you to serve the cause of right;
I have taken you by the hand and formed you;
I have given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations 
To open the eyes of the blind, to free captives from prison, and 
those who live in darkness from the dupgeon.

born for me the one who is to rule over Israel
he is upright, he is triimiphant, 

On a colt,the foal of a donkey.
The Lord is like a shepherd feeding his flock; He shall look for the lost 
•ne, bring back the stray, bandage the wounded and niake the weak strong.
.For as the rain and snow came down from heaven and return not there but 
water the earth, making it yield and give growth, to provide seed for 
the sower and bread for the eating '■
So shall my word be that goes out of ray mouth; It shall not return to 
empty, without carrying out my will, doing that for which it was sent*

This is the covenant I will make with Israel; Deep within them I will 
plant ray law, writing it on their hearts. When those days arrive 
then I will be their God, and they shall be my people

A litany of prophecy (read in turn by those taking part)
My servant will be alight' to the nations and my salvation^, shall reach . 
the ends of the earth
Blessed is he who fulfills the promise (this response is made to each 
prophecy)
'The virgin is with child and will give birth to a son whom she will 
call Enmianuel
I place the key of the House of David on the shoulder of my servant
A shoot shall spring forth from the stock of Jesse, a branch from its 
root.
You Bethlehem, the least of all the clans of Judah, out of you will be
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Leader

JL

M?ike a-^stralt^ht highway for our God across the desert'.
Let every valley he filled in, every mountain and hill laid low.

The law will go out from Zion, and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem 
They will hammer their swords into ploughshares, their spears into sickles

Reader
All
Reader

.See my servant will prosper
He -shall he lifte up, exalted, rise to great heights.
As the crowds were applied on seeing him - so disfigured did he look 
and yet ours were the sufferings he hore 
ours thesorrdws’he^carried.
By his sufferings shall my.servant justify many, taking their faults 
on himself. Harshly dealt with he hore it humhly,
He never opened his mouth, like a larah that is led to the slaughter-house.

Nation will riot lift sword against nation, for there a child is horn 
for us, a son given to us,and the government will be upon his shoulders; 
and his nahe will he called ’Wonder counsellor, nu.ghty God., everlasting 
father, prince of peace’. '•

I have endowed him with my spirit
That he may bring true justice to the nations
He does not break the crushed reed, nor quench the wavering flame
He will not fail or he discouraged,until true justice is established on the 
earth, •••
I gazed into the visions of the night
and I saw, coming on the clouds of heaven, one like a son of man.
His dominion shall not pass away and his kngdom shall not be destroyed.
For the day is coming now, burning like a furnace;
y/hen all the-arrogant and all evil-doers will 'be stubble;
'^e day that comes shall burn them pup.
But for you who fear my name,
the sun of righteousness shall shine out, with healing in his rays.
A voice cries 'Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord

Then the glory of the Lord shall he revealed '
.qpd all mankind shall see it. '

Song or period of silence
Litany of repentence (readers should pause after each response)

Our^fathers were asked to do penance in the desert to prepare for your 
coming on earth, 0 Lord. Help us, your faithful people, to turn back 
to God so that we may meet the light of your day - "i
Are our hearts and minds open to you. Lord?
Help us to he ready foryour coming (This is .'the response throught the litany
When can your will be done on earth as it is in heaven?

ResponseHow much of our lives have we kept from you, 0 Lord?
Response

Will we give up what v/e were doing when something else is needed?
Response

Have we understood what the word was made flesh means if we cannot see 
Christ in our fellow men? Response
Have we done enough to bring about your kingdom on earth?

Response
Have we lived as if we really expected you to. return^’ response
h-.
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Readet*

All
Reader

Reader

H

n

All
Reader
All

our GodReader
All
Reader

tt Come Lord.••
II nII

II

11

II

Now follows either a shared meal and eucharist or alternatively

■ Reader

All
Reader

response

response

•Are we prepared to remake the world in your image or do 
better as it is
Help us to be ready for your coming
Have we used the gifts you. have given us to build up the body of 
Christ to its fulness?

In the new heaven and the nev/ earth righteousness will abound 
0 grave where is your victory, 0 death where is your sting

Come..*
Come ••

Song
Litany Contrnnued (On the 'real meaning.o’f Christmas)

we like it

J

People celebrate Christmas, which is your coming, by over-eating and 
drinking too much; but the Baptist did it by calling for penance and 
living on locusts and wild honey
Help us to see what Christmas means
VZill the voice crying in the wilderness be heard at the office parties an 
and in the crowded department, stores?

of many and we wait for the fullness, of 
Come Lord do not delay

All
All.

Help us ...
Parcels for the pensioners on Christmas Eve but do we really want 
goodwill to end on Boxing Bay? response Help us...
Is it the season of turkeys, gifts and parties or is it the birthday of 

response Help us...
If you come to the outcasts and sinners, did you not come also to the 
homeless, the unmarried mothers and the drug addicts?

response
If Christ is to be found in people are they not more important than 
outdated rules, laws, social systems and our own economic needs?

response

Response
Have we forgotten that your church must be like a pilgrim in a foreign 
land? Response
Do we really want your eternal life more than the things of this world?

Response
You, Lord, are the living bread which has come down from heaven, your 
flesh given for the life of the world 
Come Lord, do not delay
The grass withers, the flower falls but your word remaind for ever.
Come Lord, do not delay
We are your people and you are 
Come Lord do not delay 
You gave yourself for the sins 
your salvation All
Put your law in our minds and write it on our hearts. 
The day' of the Lord will be a day of judgement 
The lion will lie down with the lamb and man will not kill man any more 

All Come «...
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Reader

If

ti

Leader

A reading
Bidding prayers

■1

Shalom

.1

I
1

'1
V’*
’'t'-

final song
Shalom my friends Gods peace my friends go with you now 
And stay with you in all you do, Shalom, Shalom.

How near do we want you to he - two thousand years ago in Bethlehem, | 
or in our suffering neighbour All Help us to see what Christmas means
The word was made flesh, but was the skin only white? All Help us..,..i
Israel only gave you a stable for your birth but today the world cannot 
provide even this luxury for many of its children to be born.

All Help us,-, .......
Refreshments The following prayer is said over whatever is provided (preferably 

simple^
Blessed are you, 0 Lord our God, creator of this :^ood and dririk that 
^e share together as a sign of your ■•ingdom, which is to come in glory, ' 
and yet is already here now in so far as you live among us in the love 
we have for one another.
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ADVENT CELEBRATION

Leader

Child
Parent

adult

all

readers

a branch from its

out of you will be

is triumphant,

me

When Israel was a child I loved him, and I called my son out of Egypt.

2^

Anyone who follows me will not be 
He will have the light of life’

And Jesus said to the people
'I am the light of the world, 
walking in the dark;
Why are we having a party tonight?
d^e are celebrating the advent of Jesus Christ our Lord.

1 child V.Ti-i.t is Advent? What does it mean?
In Advent we remember especially that Jesus Christ came when our 
fathers in Israel had been prepared for him, and we look forward to 
his promised return again in glory,

A carol is now sung

%

Someone lights the candles and all say?
Thus says the Lord our God '
V’ho created ths heavens and spread them out
Who gave shape to the earth and what comes from it

’Who ^ave breath to its people, and life to all that move on it.
I, God, have called you to serve the cause of right;
I have taken you by the hand and formed you; •
I have, given you as a covenant to the people, a light to the nations 
To open the eyes- of the blind, to free captives from prison, and 
those' who live in darkness from the dufigeon.

This is the covenant I will make with Israel; Beep within them I will 
plant my law, writing it on their hearts. When those days arrive 
then I will be their God, and they shall be my people

A litany of prophecy (read in turn by those taking part)
reader My servant will be alight to the nations and my salvation shall reach 

the ends of the earth
Blessed is he who fulfills the promise (this response is made to each 
prophecy)
'The virgin is with child and will give birth to a son vzhom she will 
Call Emmanuel • ' '
I place the key of the House of Bavid on the shoulder of my servant
A shoot shall spring forth from the stock of Jesse, 
root.
You Bethlehem, the least of all the clans of Judah, 
born for me the one who is to rule over Israel
See now, your king comes to you; he is upright, he 
humble and riding on a donkey. On a colt,the foal of a donkey.
The Lord is like a shepherd feeding his flock; He shall look for the lost 
one, bring back the stray, bandage the wounded and make the weak strong.
For as the rain and snow came down from heaven and return not there but 
water the earth, making it yield and give growth, to provide seed for 
the sower and bread for the eating
So shall my word be that goes out of ray mouth; It shall not return to 
empty, without carrying out my will, doing that for which it was sent.



Leader

V-,

M?ike a*stratt^ht highway for our God across the desert'.
Let every valley be filled in, every mountain and hill laid low.

Reader
All
Reader

See my servant will prosper
He shall be lifte up, exalted, rise to great heights.
As the crowds were applied on seeing him - so disfigured did he look 
and yet ours were the sufferings he bore 
ours thesorro'ws 'he >carried.
By his sufferings shall my serv-ant justify many, taking their faults 
on himselfi Harshly dealt with he bore it humbly.
He never opened his mouthj like a lamb that is led to the slaughter-house.

The law will go out from Zion, and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem 
They will hammer their swords into ploughshares, their spears into sickles
Nation will not lift sword against nation, for there a child is born 
for us, a son given to us,and the gt^vernment will be upon his shoulders; 
and his naine will be called ’Wonder counsellor, mighty God, everlasting 
father, prince of peace'.

Have we lived as if we really expected you to n

Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed 
and all mankind shall see it.

Song or period of silence
Mt^y of repentence (readers should pause after each response)

Ourfathers were asked to do penance in the desert to prepare for your 
coming on earth, 0 Lord. Help us, your faithful people, to turn back 
to God so that we may meet the light of your day
Are our hearts and minds open to you, Lord?
Help us to be ready foryour coming (This is the response throught the litany
When can your will be done on earth as it is in heaven?

ResponseHow much of our lives have we kept' from you, 0 Lord?
Response

Will we give up what we were doing when something else is needed?
Response

Have we understood what the word was made flesh means if we cannot see 
Christ in our fellow men? Response
Have we done enough to bring about your kingdom on earth?

Response
■eturru

itesponse

I have endowed him with my spirit
That he may bring true justice to the nations
He does not break the crushed reed, nor quench the wavering flame
He will not fail or be discouraged,until.true justice is established on the 
earth.
I gazed into the visions of the night
and I saw, coming on the clouds of heaven, one like a son of man.
His dominion shall not pass away and his kngdom shall not be destroyed.
For the day is coming now, burning like a furnace;
When all,,the arrogant and all evil-doers will be stubble;
^•^he'day that comes shall burn them pup. :
But for you who fear my name,
the sun of righteousness shall shine outj with healing in his rays.
A voice cries 'Prepare in the wilderness a way for the Lord
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Reader

II

It

All

our GodReader
All
Reader

II Come Lord*••
IIAll ■...II

II

II Come..•
II Come •.

Now follows either a shared meal and eucharist or alternatively

Reader

All
Reader

response

response

Are we prepared to remake the world in yc>ur image or do we like it 
ifeetter as it is
Help us to he ready for your coming
Have we used the gifts you have given us to huild up the body of 
C-hrist to its fulness?

All
Reader

Reader
All'

Song
Litany Continued (On the-real meaning.of Christmas)

People celebrate Christmas, which is your coming, by over-eating and 
drinking too much; hut the Baptist did it by calling for penance and 
living on locusts and wild honey
Help us to see what Christmas means
Will the voice crying in the wilderness he heard at the office parties an 
and in the crowded department stores?

Help us ...
Parcels for the pensioners on Christmas Eve hut do we really want 
goodwill to end on Boxing Bay? response Help us...
Is it the season of turkeys, gifts and parties or is it the birthday of

response Help us...
If you come to the outcasts and sinners, did you not come also to the 
homeless, the unmarried mothers and the drug addicts?

response
If Christ is to he found in people are they not more important than 
outdated rules, laws, social systems and our own economic needs?

response

of mai^ and we wait for the fullness of 
Come Lord do not delay

All

Response
Have we forgotten that your church must he like a pilgrim in a foreign

Response
Do we really want .your eternal life more than the things of this world? 

Response
You, Lord, are'the living bread which has come down from heaven, your 
•flesh-.given for the life of the world
Come Lord, do not delay
,The grass withers, the flower falls hut your word remaind for ever.'
'Come Lord, do not delay
We are your people and you are
Come Lord do not delay
You gave yourself for the sins 
your salvation AH
Put your law in our hinda and write it on our hearts.
The day of the Lord will he a day of judgement
The- lion will lie down with the lamb and man will not kill man any more 

All Come ....
In the new heaven and the new earth righteousness will abound 
0 grave where is your victory, 0 death where is your sting
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. Reader

tj

II

Leader

A reading
Bidding prayers

Shalom

I,!.

/

final song
Shalom my friends Gods peace my friends go with you now 
And stay with you in all you do, Shalom, Shalom.

How near do we want you to he - tv/o thousand years ago in Bethlehem, 
or in our suffering neighbour All Help us to see what Christmas means 
The word was made flesh, hut was the skin only white? All Help us..... 
Israel only gave you a stable for your hirth hut today the world cannot' 
provide even this limrry for many of its children to he horn.

All Help us,.
Refreshments The following prayer is said over whatever is provided (preferably 

simple J /'
Blessed are you, 0 Lord our God, creator of this :§ood and drink that 
we share together as a sign of your ’•-ingdom, which is to come in- glory, 
and yet is already here now in so far as you live among us in the love 
we have for one another.
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ADVENT MEAL ON A THEME OF JESUS CHRIST THE LIBERATOR

Reader

Reader C Who in the present cortes to lis bringinq rew life

All

Carol (0 Co«e 0 cone EMManuel)

Reader

Resporise - Cone Lord, do not delay
Reader

1

Reader B Tonight we celebrate the triple coMing of Christ our Saviour, who in the the past cane 
dowTi on earth to share o-ir h'Jfianity arid bring uis back to closeness with o<jr loving create I

Reader D Who in the future will co«e again in glory to bring about the fulfilMent of the 
kinqdoM when peace and Justice will be established.

Thus says our loving Creator
who ttsde the heavens arrf spread theM out
who gave shape to the earth arid what cones froM it
who gave breath to its people, and life to. all that nove on it.
I have called you to serve the cause of right}
I have taken you by the hand and forned yotG
I have given you as a covenant to the people, arid 
a light to the natioris.

Rejoice heart arid scKd, daughter of Zion!
Shout with gladriess, daughter of Jerusalew!
See now your king combs to you} 
he is victorious, he is triij^hant, 
huMble and riding on a dorik.ey.
The bew of war will be banished.
He will proclain peace for the nations. (Ze ? 9-10)

And Jesus said to the people
"I 3M the light of the world. Those who follow Me will not be walking in the 
dark} they will have the light of life"

The table is set with an Advent Hreath. The liturgy starts with soweone lighting the 
appropriate nfJMber of candles (according to which week of advent it is).
The readings should be done by each person in turn round the table, so tl'at there is no 
one leader.

A voice cries "prepare in the wilderness 
a way for the Most High.
Make a straight Midway for our God
Across the desert".
Let every valley be filled in,
Every fwntain and hill be laid low
Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed 
and all hJManity shall see it. (Is ^0 3-5)

Prophetic readirigs fron Scripture The response to each passage is "CoMe, 
Lord, do not delay"

All CoMe Lord, do not delay - bring us out of the darkness into the light, out of 
death into life, froM Mourning into joy. Help us to open our hearts arid ninds to ipur 
transforning power.



Response - Co«e Lord 

Resder

Is 11 1-2
Response - Cone Lord do not delay

Reader

(Is 35.5’7)
Respor^e - Cowe Lord ...

Reader

(ps 72)
Response - Cone Lord ...

Reader

Response - Cone Lord ...
Reeder

SongJ The Secret (fron the Iona song book "Folly and Love" pl6-17)
Litany of Repentence
All:

2
J

Then the eyes of the blind will be opened. 
The ears of the deaf unsealed» 
Then the lane will leap like a deer 
and the tongue of the dt-wb sing for joy: 
for water will gush in the desert 
and streans in the wastelands.
The parched grourid will becone a Marsh 
and the thirsty larid springs of water.

Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth..
I saw the holy city, a new Jerusalen, conihg down out of 
heaven fron God. I heard a loud voice proclaiming from the 
throne now at last the people of God will have the Most High 
dwellirrg among the«. Every tear shall be wiped from their eyes) 
there shall be an end to death and to mourning and crying and pain, 
for the old order has passed away. (Rev)

Our aricestors were asked to do penance in the desert to prepare for 
your coming on earth, 0 Christ our Saviour. Help us to turn back 
our hearts arid minds to our loving Creator, so that we may meet the 
light of your day.

The anointed orie shall save the poor when they cry 
and the needy who are helpless 
Having pity on the weak 
and saving the lives of the poor 
who will be rescued from oppression 
for their blood is dear

The law will go out from Sion,
and the oracle of the Lord from Jerusalem
They will hammer their swords into ploughshares, 
their spears into sickles.

A shoot will spring from the stock of Jesse 
a new shoot will grow fron the roots 
On him will rest the spirit of the Most High 
The spirit of wiscfom and insight, 
The spirit of counsel arid power.



(readers should pause before after each question)

..Reader Are our hearts and ninds open to you* Lord?

All Help ijs to be ready for your coning (this is the response for this litany)

Reader

R.

All Help Its to be ready for your coning

R.

All Help 
tR4 Are we doing enoiigh to bring about your kingdon here on earth?

All Help us 0.

R, Do we live as if we really expected you to return?

All Help us

R Are we prepared to renake the world in ycnjr inage or do we fear change too Much?

All

R. Have we forgotten that your Church nust be like a pilgrin in a foreign land?

All Give us the strength to follow out your will ori earth.

(short silence)

Reading froM A 'thousand Reasons for Living - Helder Canara p 113

Blessing over the food

All

Song Shalon (all hold hands)

(X 3)

(the neal/refreshnents now follow)

3

Have we buried the talents you have given us rather than using then to build 
the body of Christ?

Blessed are you> Source of all our being, creal^r of this food and drink that 
we share together as a sign of your kingdon, which is to cone in glory, and 
yet is already here now in so far as yoti live anorig us in the love which we 
have for ore another.

Shaion ny friends, shalon ny friends shalon, shalon 
The peace of Christ be with us today, shalon, shalon

How Mich of our lives have we kept fron you, 0 Lord?
Res. Help us to

Are we prepared to change what we are doing when sonething else is needed?

Have we understood what the word was nade flesh Means if we cannot see Christin^ 
the poor and powerless?



Litany of liberation

Reader Good will to alb but does it stay in words only?
All Liberate us# Jesus our Saviour,so that we way walk with you
Reader Free is fron celebrating your birth in a stable by overeating and drinking

Liberate us, Lord Jesus, so that we nay follow your way

R Free us fron all prejudice based ori sex# class or race
All Liberate us. Lord Jesus, sc'that we way experience ^jour new life in us
R, Free us fron putting rules before the needs of people
All Liberate lis Lord Jesus so that the truth nay Make us free
R.

All Liberate us Lord of justice arid righteousness
R,

All

Reading Magnificat of waiting for the fullness of tine (p79 "Miryan of Nazareth")
Bidding Prayers
Final Prayer
All

Final Song

4

Hhen He Cones Back or other suitable carol
I

Free us fron the feeling that we can'do nothing in the face 
of the problens of the world

Free us fron all that stops us fron loving both ourselves 
and our neighbour
Liberate us. Lord Jesus, so that we nay show forth your love to 
the world

AU
y U5 froM the pressures of the consuner society

Al 1 us, Lord Jesus, so that we nay follow your truth

Cone Lord Jesus into our hearts arid send your spirit to set iis on 
fire with new life and hope. Help us to reflect the life-giving love 
of the Creator, Redeener and Spirit in all our relationships arid 
actions,


