
voices of faith


silenced? no!
“Ultimately, we did not see a reason why these women should 

have to go through an ‘approval process’ by anyone”

Chantal Götz, of Voices of Faith, explains why 

Mary McAleese has been made keynote speaker 
in Rome, at Why Women Matter, on 8th March. 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“DOUBLESPEAK” is the term used by Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, a consultant to the Voices of 

Faith foundation, about the Catholic Church’s “asking for all voices to be heard and then 

censoring some.” 

eNews reports on the headlining of Mary McAleese at 

the International Women’s Day Conference on March 

8th in Rome by Voices of Faith.

See p 3, and let us KEEP SPEAKING OUT,

Mary Ring, Editor

news@catholic-womens-ordination.co.uk

https://www.facebook.com/CatholicWomensOrdination/  
http://catholic-womens-ordination.org.uk/  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voices of faith

C W O e x t e n d s i t s 
congratulations to Voices 
of Faith for their commonsense 
decision not to give way to the 
Vatican Congregation for Laity, 
Family, and Life. 

Prefect Cardinal Kevin Farrell 
struck three speakers’ names from 
their list for their March 8th 
I n te r n at i o n a l Wo m e n’s D ay 
Conference, Why Women Matter.

Ssenfuka Joanita Warry, who campaigns for LGBT 
rights in Uganda, and Zuzanna Radzik, a Polish 
theologian specializing in Christian-Jewish relations, 
were banned by the Cardinal.

In Ireland, however, outrage greeted the news that 
former Irish President Mary McAleese led the list. 
Herself a practising Catholic and trained Canon 
Lawyer, she is the ideal panellist to speak to the 
world about why women matter.

She is widely supposed to have been banned for her support of LGBT rights and her views 
on women’s secondary place within the Catholic Church. Chantal Götz, Director of the 
Foundation, explains that they decided to move the conference from the Vatican to the 
Jesuit headquarters, and to make McAleese their keynote speaker.

“Ultimately,” said Götz, “we did not see a reason why these women 
should have to go through an ‘approval process’ by anyone”

"After several years of being ignored despite repeated 
invitations to the pope and other cardinals and despite 
trying to avoid any suggestion of criticism or 
challenge, I think [Götz] decided the time had come to 
change tactics," said Tina Beattie, Professor of 
Catholic Studies at the University of Roehampton, 
speaking to the NCR.

Dr. McAleese’s keynote speech will be streamed live 
from the Voices of Faith website on March 8th, right.

https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/voices-faiths-vatican-criticism-signals-shift-avoiding-controversy 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The Jesuit Headquarters, Rome

https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/voices-faiths-vatican-criticism-signals-shift-avoiding-controversy


cwo annual retreat noddfa
15th - 17th June, 2018


 bookings close soon!


Come and experience reflection and relaxation in the beautiful surroundings of the Noddfa 
Spirituality Centre, Penmaenmawr, N Wales. Arrive Friday from 4pm, until after lunch on Sunday,  
and enjoy sharing our interests, skills and liturgy as friends in CWO. 

In offering an opportunity for sharing and reflection, the CWO retreat may also explore various 
aspects of what we deem to be divine and how that may tie in with a call to ministry.

Booking is simple! Send your deposit of £20 payable to Noddfa by April 15th to: 

Sue Williamson  at          16 Lloyd Court, Slagrove Place, London SE13 7LP.
suemacliammor33@gmail.com                                 https://www.facebook.com/NoddfaCentre  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needs our help

please read and act!


”The Wijngaards Institute for Catholic Research is an independent think tank and the home 
of womenpriests.org  -  the largest online library of research on women's 
ordination. Our websites are used as a free  resource by hundreds of 
thousands of people a year from all corners of the globe - including a large 
readership inside the Vatican!

The Vatican has vast resources dedicated to reinforcing its disputed 
teaching, yet Wijngaards is a private educational charity relying solely on 
donations from friends and readers. This means we can be independent, 
but we also have to ask for help, for sponsors and volunteers.

Thank you to CWO and all your members and readers for your support 
over the years.”

Miriam Duignan, Communications Director
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if 1,000 readers
could give 
£5 a month, 

Wijngaards’ future 
would

be safe
http://

www.wijngaardsinstitute.
com/donations/

http://www.wijngaardsinstitute
http://www.wijngaardsinstitute
http://womenpriests.org
http://www.wijngaardsinstitute
http://www.wijngaardsinstitute


pope francis calls youth!


The NCR asked recently:

Why are young people going, going, gone?

Anyone aged 16 - 29 can sign up on FaceBook to tell His Holiness what they think:

https://www.facebook.com/synod2018/photos/a.
1474229469325310.1073741827.1474227765992147/1674903622591226/?type=1&theater
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https://www.ncronline.org/news/parish/study-asks-why-are-young-catholics-going-going-gone
https://www.facebook.com/synod2018/photos/a.1474229469325310.1073741827.1474227765992147/1674903622591226/?type=1&theater
https://www.facebook.com/synod2018/photos/a.1474229469325310.1073741827.1474227765992147/1674903622591226/?type=1&theater


Eileen Sikorski RIP

http://catholic-womens-ordination.org.uk/videos/    or

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bskfEkFz04M&feature=youtu.be

Eileen was a much-loved member of Leeds CWO, who came to meetings when she could and 
was an interested, encouraging voice whenever she was in touch with CWO. I loved and respected 
her and was aware that as she was in her mid-90s, sadly, one day we would be writing her 
obituary. She died today: 19th February. Eileen is regarded as one of the Women Elders of CWO 
who has been a member of many Catholic movements of the last hundred years. 

Her video is on the CWO website (see links above) and we get a sense of her enthusiastic faith and 
excitement, her wisdom and great, but underplayed, life experience. She was a woman of faith, 
love and humility. How many times does she talk about being hungry for stimulation, ideas being 
exciting and fascinating, that after Vatican II windows and even doors might be opened, and forty 
years later still being enthusiastic about possibilities? 

Eileen was a realist and knew at first hand the struggles within the institutional Church. However 
it did not make her bitter or discouraged. The importance of keeping going even though it might 
take many years was something she lived by and encouraged in others. I shall miss her smile and 
genuine excitement about her faith and the reforming possibilities ahead.

We are delighted that her family have given us permission to add her to our List of CWO Saints. 

Pippa  Bonner        19th February, 2018. 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http://catholic-womens-ordination.org.uk/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bskfEkFz04M&feature=youtu.be


https://questgaycatholic.wufoo.eu/forms/pkbakqi0xp0jiq/
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for BOOKING FORM & more info:

https://questgaycatholic.wufoo.eu/forms/pkbakqi0xp0jiq/


news & links 


eNews caught up with Baroness Sheila Hollins (third from left, back row) on the news that Pope 
Francis has renewed the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors, but has 
substituted nine new members for six of the original board. Baroness Hollins points out that she 
has completed four years as a founder member, which is “quite enough in one role”, and in addition 
to ongoing projects, also chairs the Scientific Board for the Centre for Child Protection at the 
Gregorian University in Rome. Plenty to be getting on with.


________________________________________________________________________________


Women, Equality and Faith


Thursday 8th March,
Midland Arts Centre, Birmingham.
Tickets (£5)
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/women-equality-
and-faith-tickets-41310106641?aff=efbeventtix

________________________________________________________________________________

CREATED EQUAL  is now available on  

DVD and video on demand. It tells the story of  
Alejandra Batista, called to Catholic priesthood.
“No-one, including the Catholic Church, gets to be 
above the law…”

Watch the trailer here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=91Bw2UFlonM&feature=share
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https://www.eventbrite.com/e/women-equality-and-faith-tickets-41310106641?aff=efbeventtix
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/women-equality-and-faith-tickets-41310106641?aff=efbeventtix
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91Bw2UFlonM&feature=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91Bw2UFlonM&feature=share
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CWO Saints

Mary MacKillop  
Ruth Norton 
John Hatfield 
Celia Greenwood 
Michael O’Gara 
Sheila Houlihan 
Mary Daly 
Estelle White 
Pat McCarron 
Marcella Althaus-Reid 
Astrid Klemz 
Jean Palmer 
Elizabeth Rendall 
Maureen Brown 
Tissa Balasuriya 
Jack Sutcliffe 
Pat Regini 
Mary Ann Schoettly 
Pam Skelton 
Robert Kaggwa 
Mike Ward 
Anne Hepburn 
Peter Nelson 
Stanley Baxter 
David Konstant 
Eileen Sikorski 

Pray for us

Prayer Link

Wednesday between 6.00 and 7.00pm, 
please pray for CWO, its members and 
its mission. 

Saturdays at noon, join with women and 
men all over the world to pray for the 
work of Women’s Ordination Worldwide 
(WOW).  

Please take part in one or both of these 
prayer networks if and when you can. 

The CWO Prayer


Moved by a compulsion of the Holy 
Spirit, we cannot remain ignorant of this 
injustice in our midst. 
 
We long for al l humanity to be 
acknowledged as equal, particularly 
among your community of the church, so 
we pray grieving for the lost gifts of so 
many women. 

We ask you, God of all peoples, to bring 
insight and humility to all those in 
posi t ions of dominance, and an 
understanding that the ascended Lord 
called us all to act doing Christ's work 
here and now. 
 
We ask this of you, God our Creator, 
Jesus our Redeemer, Spir i t our 
Sustainer.



CWO Merchandise 

These items are great way to advertise CWO without costing you very much. I often see people in 
my rear view mirror admiring the wit of my car sticker! 

You can leave the pens lying around in places where it might be difficult to leave a CWO leaflet. 
The badges attract a lot of attention with the slogan based on the letters of ROME. We now have 
mugs which as well as being practical are a good way of advertising CWO. You might like to send 
one to your bishop!
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AWAKENING  

Catholic Women’s Ordination from the Public Square, 

by Myra Poole and Pippa Bonner. 

£10.00 post free, from  info@catholic-womens-ordination.org.uk   

address as above for CWO Merchandise 
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