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A leading voice for women in the R C Church

SILENCED? NO!

“"Ultimately, we did not see a reason why these women should
have to go through an ‘approval process’ by anyone”

Chantal Gotz, of Voices of Faith, explains why
Mary McAleese has been made keynote speaker

in Rome, at Why Women Matter, on 8th March.
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“"DOUBLESPEAK" is the term used by Astrid Lobo Gajiwala, a consultant to the Voices of

Faith foundation, about the Catholic Church’s “asking for all voices to be heard and then

censoring some.”

eNews reports on the headlining of Mary McAleese at
the International Women’s Day Conference on March

8th in Rome by Voices of Faith.

See p 3, and let us KEEP SPEAKING OUT,

MARY RING, €DITOR

news®@catholiccwomens-ordination.co.uk
https://www.facebook.com/CatholicWomensOrdination/
http://catholiccwomens-ordination.org.uk/
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VOICES OF FAITH

CWO extends its
congratulations to Voices

of Faith for their commonsense
decision not to give way to the
Vatican Congregation for Laity,
Family, and Life.

Prefect Cardinal Kevin Farrell
struck three speakers’ names from
their list for their March 8th

International Women’s Day
Conference, Why Women Matter.

Ssenfuka Joanita Warry, who campaigns for LGBT
rights in Uganda, and Zuzanna Radzik, a Polish
St . _ , theologian specializing in Christian-Jewish relations,
- AR B S B . were banned by the Cardinal.

In Ireland, however, outrage greeted the news that
former Irish President Mary McAleese led the list.
Herself a practising Catholic and trained Canon
Lawyer, she is the ideal panellist to speak to the

The Jesuit Headquarters, Rome world about why women matter.

She is widely supposed to have been banned for her support of LGBT rights and her views
on women'’s secondary place within the Catholic Church. Chantal Gotz, Director of the
Foundation, explains that they decided to move the conference from the Vatican to the
Jesuit headquarters, and to make McAleese their keynote speaker.

“Ultimately,” said Gotz, “we did not see a reason why these women
should have to go through an ‘approval process’ by anyone”

"After several years of being ignored despite repeated

invitations to the pope and other cardinals and despite
trying to avoid any suggestion of criticism or
challenge, | think [G6tz] decided the time had come to
change tactics," said Tina Beattie, Professor of
Catholic Studies at the University of Roehampton,
speaking to the NCR.
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Dr. McAleese’s keynote speech will be streamed live

from the Voices of Faith website on March 8th, right.



https://www.ncronline.org/news/people/voices-faiths-vatican-criticism-signals-shift-avoiding-controversy

CWO rnnvuratrerrext NODDEA

15th - 17th June, 2018

BOOKINGS CLOSE SOON!

S5 WL Yem _Sote

Come and experience reflection and relaxation in the beautiful surroundings of the Noddfa
Spirituality Centre, Penmaenmawr, N Wales. Arrive Friday from 4pm, until after lunch on Sunday,
and enjoy sharing our interests, skills and liturgy as friends in CWO.

In offering an opportunity for sharing and reflection, the CWO retreat may also explore various
aspects of what we deem to be divine and how that may tie in with a call to ministry.

Booking is simple! Send your deposit of £20 payable to Noddfa by April 15th to:

Sue Williamson at 16 Lloyd Court, Slagrove Place, London SE13 7LP.
suemacliammor3z@gmail.com https://www.facebook.com/NoddfaCentre



mailto:suemacliammor33@gmail.com
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WIINGAARDS INSTITUTE
For CaTHOLIC RESEARCH

NEEDS OUR. HELP
PLEASE READ xno ACT!

“The Wijngaards Institute for Catholic Researchis anindependent think tankand the home
of womenpriests.org - the largest online library of research on women's

ordination. Our websites are used as a free resource by hundreds of

thousands of people a year from all corners of the globe - including alarge
readership inside the Vatican!

The Vatican has vast resources dedicated to reinforcing its disputed
teaching, yet Wijngaards is a private educational charity relying solely on
donations from friends and readers. This means we can be independent,
but we also have to ask for help, for sponsorsandvolunteers.

Thank you to CWO and all your members and readers for your support
over the years.”

Miriam Duignan, Communications Director

S 1983 the WICR has reled on donstions 1o bu'd 3 workd-wide corsemus for church
reforms To continue and comolidate our work we need £60,000 a yeag of put anccher
viary. 1000 supoorten s who will pladge £5 2 month,

Regular monthly giving helps us 1o plan ahead, and @ culs our adm astrat on cods,
MOINNG That MEe MOy Can g duectly INtd Our reseanth
Metedver cur tiny 0T 20d numerous volunteers ensure smal

if 1,000 readers

ot butions go & long way. S0, svery contribution helos the lves E E
COUld give Of Ihausands of belevers . "
Furthermcre of you are 3 UK taxpayer, we can claim an extra ]
£5a month, 25p for every £1 donated via GIftAMN Ths 5 because we ae a UK "
. ’ regatersd charity (no. 326421).
Wungaards future An easy way to become a menthly donor is online J! E

would YINgaCEnsRe. com/make- -donaton or R Szcm trw (W s #3 0c
VA ustgidng comausetopc are/, where you will be able to pay ""_ j"" O G

be safe by Crecdht Card or PayPal et

hIIII // Alternatvely, you can 8l in the Standing Order Form in the neat page or, for a one-off

donation wite a chegue payablo 1o "Wijngaands Irstitute for Catholic Reseanch™ Once
you have completed the Standing Order Form (or & cheque), phease pestitto
The Wijngaards Institute

1112 High Street
Rickmansworth - WD3 1AN

www.wijngaardsinstitute.
com/donations/



http://www.wijngaardsinstitute
http://www.wijngaardsinstitute
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POPE FRRANCIS CALLS YOUTH!

Catholic Church Reform Int?.

A global network seeking renewal of the Church

February 22, 2018

Inviting young people to communicate online with Pope Francis - letting him know your wants and needs of the
Church. Let him know how this Falth Community can become more relevant to your lives?
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ROME 19-24 MARCH 2018

Involvement of young people is urgently
needed:

The time is now for all young people who want to see change in the Church take action. If you are between the
ages of 16 and 29, you ¢an sign up on Facebook to join in this al-important meetng and make your voces
heard online. Pope Francis is inviting all youth - whether Christian or non-Christian, whether practicing Catholic or
those who've dropped out. If you are someone who has children and grandchildren, nieces and nephews, call on
them to take action. Even if they have given up on the Church and moved on with their lives, they are the very
people who could influence change for the good. The future of the Church rests in the hands of youth. It is evident
that the vast majority of church goers are the geriatric generation. When this groups passes away, unless young
people are kstened to and find relevance in the church's teaching, the Church will dwindle into ablivian.

The NCR asked recently:

Why are young people going, going, gone?

Anyone aged 16 - 29 can sign up on FaceBook to tell His Holiness what they think:

https://www.facebook.com/synod2018/photos/a.

1474229469325310.1073741827.1474227765992147/1674903622591226/?type=1&theater



https://www.ncronline.org/news/parish/study-asks-why-are-young-catholics-going-going-gone
https://www.facebook.com/synod2018/photos/a.1474229469325310.1073741827.1474227765992147/1674903622591226/?type=1&theater
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Eileen Sikorski RIP

"~
> o 10432631 2 Youlube (3

http://catholicc-womens-ordination.orq.uk/videos/ or

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bskfEkFzo4M&feature=youtu.be

Eileen was a much-loved member of Leeds CWO, who came to meetings when she could and
was an interested, encouraging voice whenever she was in touch with CWO. | loved and respected
her and was aware that as she was in her mid-9os, sadly, one day we would be writing her
obituary. She died today: 19th February. Eileen is regarded as one of the Women Elders of CWO
who has been a member of many Catholic movements of the last hundred years.

Her video is on the CWO website (see links above) and we get a sense of her enthusiastic faith and
excitement, her wisdom and great, but underplayed, life experience. She was a woman of faith,
love and humility. How many times does she talk about being hungry for stimulation, ideas being
exciting and fascinating, that after Vatican Il windows and even doors might be opened, and forty
years later still being enthusiastic about possibilities?

Eileen was a realist and knew at first hand the struggles within the institutional Church. However
it did not make her bitter or discouraged. The importance of keeping going even though it might
take many years was something she lived by and encouraged in others. | shall miss her smile and
genuine excitement about her faith and the reforming possibilities ahead.

We are delighted that her family have given us permission to add her to our List of CWO Saints.

Pippa Bonner  19th February, 2018.



http://catholic-womens-ordination.org.uk/videos/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bskfEkFz04M&feature=youtu.be

Quest Conference 2018
“...a time to build”

Fr Janes Martin $), ane of the headline speakers al the 2018 Gues! Conlerence, points out the false
dichotory of odvocating building o brdge betwean fe LGBT Catholic cormmunity and the Catholic
Church, He stresses that sexually and gender voriont Cotholics are clready o part of the church, In this
caose when we reler to the church we In foct maan the Institutional chuech - he Vaticon, church officials
and the clergy.

One of the original alms and purposes of Quest Is o esfablish and extend @ dilogue between
“nomasexual lnow exprassed os LGBT+ Catholics and members of he desgy” The election of Pope
Francie In March 2013 markad the beginning of ¢ pontificare [from the Lann pontfax pons = brdge +
focere = make™ll that has been full of suprises. Pope Fronds possesses a basic understanding thet LGBT
people ore marginclised ond adknowiedges the need for cur pastoral accemganinment, believing that if
Is “what Jesus would de” Thus the bullding blocks from which grecter Indusion and justice con arise are
now In place Quest has risen o the challenge of reaching out to the dergy, having already mel with a
fewe of the English bisheps The 2018 conference will focus on the need ko continue, deepen and wicen

this process
2018 Speakers will indude

Fr Jomes Martin 15 ¢ Jesult priest,

edror of lowge of  Americo
mogozing, consuller  to  the
Vatican's Secretariat foe

Communicaton ond a besl-selling
author His latest book, published
in 2017, is Buiding ¢ Bndge: How
the Catholic Chewch ond the 1GBT
commundly can enler inlo ©
relatonship of Rasped, Com-
passion, and Sensevity Before entering the Jesuits
in 1988, Foher Martin werked in corpomte finance
at General Electic in New York Cy and Connechicut.
He will be joining us via video link

James Alison is a Catholic theologlon, prest and
author He has studied, lived ond werked in Meaxice,
Brazil, Bolivia, Chile and the Unised Suotes ¢s well ¢s
his notive England He eamed his doctorcie in
thedlogy from the Jesut kaculty in Belo Horizonte,
Beazl. His pancipal caim te fame is as one of those
who hos done mest to bring the work of the grect
French thinker Renét Glrord 3¢ a wider public In

Guest

Patnnd Sugport e LONT Cothelne

additon he is known for his firm but patient
insistence on truthfidness in matters gay as on
crdingry pot of basic Chrstianity, ond for his
pastoral cutreach In the same sphere. Jomes' most
recent work (2013) is Jesus the Forghving Viclim a
progeemme of induction nto he Chistian Faith for
adulrs, His last appearance at a Guest Conference
was ot Sheffield in 2007,

The Venuve

BISHOP
GROSSETESTE
UNIVERSITY

Located in the histede heart of the dty of Lincoln, |ust
a few minutes wak from Lincoln Cothedrol, Castle
and the cld Roman city, the university is a beautifully
green and pleasant campus. Robert Gresseteste,
was ¢ thifteenth century scientist, philosopher,
educator, and Bishep of Lincorn His remains lie in
the south-ecst fransept of the Cathedeal

for BOOKING FORM & more info:

https://questgaycatholic.wufoo.eu/forms/pkbakqiOxp0jiq/
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NewS§ & LINKS
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¥
FONTINCAL COMMISSION

FOR THE TROTECHON OF MINORS

ENEwS caught up with Baroness Sheila Hollins (third from left, back row) on the news that Pope
Francis has renewed the Pontifical Commission for the Protection of Minors, but has
substituted nine new members for six of the original board. Baroness Hollins points out that she
has completed four years as a founder member, which is “quite enough in one role’, and in addition
to ongoing projects, also chairs the Scientific Board for the Centre for Child Protection at the
Gregorian University in Rome. Plenty to be getting on with.

WOMEN, €EQUALITY AND FAITH

Thursday 8th March,
Midland Arts Centre, Birmingham.
Tickets (£5)

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/women-equality-

and-faith-tickets-41310106 641 ?aff=efbeventtix

CREATED EQ\/AL is now available on

DVD and video on demand. It tells the story of
Alejandra Batista, called to Catholic priesthood.
“No-one, including the Catholic Church, gets to be
above the law...”

Watch the trailer here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=91Bw2UFlonM&feature=share


https://www.eventbrite.com/e/women-equality-and-faith-tickets-41310106641?aff=efbeventtix
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/women-equality-and-faith-tickets-41310106641?aff=efbeventtix
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91Bw2UFlonM&feature=share
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=91Bw2UFlonM&feature=share

CWO SAINTS

Mary MacKillop
Ruth Norton
John Hatfield
Celia Greenwood
Michael O’Gara
Sheila Houlihan
Mary Daly
Estelle White

Pat McCarron
Marcella Althaus-Reid
Astrid Klemz
Jean Palmer
Elizabeth Rendall
Maureen Brown
Tissa Balasuriya
Jack Sutcliffe

Pat Regini

Mary Ann Schoettly
Pam Skelton
Robert Kaggwa
Mike Ward

Anne Hepburn
Peter Nelson
Stanley Baxter
David Konstant
Eileen Sikorski

Pray for us
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PRAYER LINK

Wednesday between 6.00 and 7.00pm,
please pray for CWO, its members and
its mission.

Saturdays at noon, join with women and
men all over the world to pray for the
work of Women’s Ordination Worldwide
(WOW).

Please take part in one or both of these
prayer networks if and when you can.

THE CWO PRAYER

Moved by a compulsion of the Holy
Spirit, we cannot remain ignorant of this
injustice in our midst.

We long for all humanity to be
acknowledged as equal, particularly
among your community of the church, so
we pray grieving for the lost gifts of so
many women.

We ask you, God of all peoples, to bring
insight and humility to all those in
positions of dominance, and an
understanding that the ascended Lord
called us all to act doing Christ's work
here and now.

We ask this of you, God our Creator,
Jesus our Redeemer, Spirit our
Sustainer.



CWO MERCHANDISE

These items are great way to advertise CWO without costing you very much. | often see people in
my rear view mirror admiring the wit of my car sticker!

You can leave the pens lying around in places where it might be difficult to leave a CWO leaflet.
The badges attract a lot of attention with the slogan based on the letters of ROME.We now have
mugs which as well as being practical are a good way of advertising CWO.You might like to send
one to your bishop!

how many  unit cast total

Birc - CWQ kogo, Purple with silver 0.60

website end phore  lettering Blatk ink

nn

Ca shicker CWO logo  Purple on tream 1.50

website and phone

nunber

Mug OMC (090 Furole on white 4.50 each

website "CNC's my Buy for your office, 3for£12

Cup or wea” church tea rocm, 10 for £35
meeting room

B &P "see below

Deration (opticnal;

BLEASE FXINT CLEARLY
Name

Delivery address
POCT rode
Contact emall or telephong numbear

Send to Pzt Brown, 4 \West Park Gerdans, Leeds, LS8 ZHD
I

“Pactage amnd packinrg

orders up tc £10 30
orders £10 - 20 5.00
orders over £20 free
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AWAKENING

Catholic Women’s Ordination from the Public Square,
by Myra Poole and Pippa Bonner.

£10.00 post free, from info@catholic-womens-ordination.org.uk

address as above for CWO Merchandise

AWAKENING
CATHOLIC WOMENS

ORDINATION FROM THI
PUBLIC SQUARI

Myra Poole & Pippa Bonner
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